V9 NEWs

I no longer worry about tomorrow. Tomorrow will always be there, waiting for me to

make the most of it. But | cannot make the most of tomorrow, without making the
most of today ~ Anonymous
VG Vision: At VGHS we support and respect one another in a safe and happy
environment. Our broad spectrum of activities and facilities enriches all, as we
strive for excellence.

This newsletter is chock-a-block with our girls doing
what comes naturally: taking up opportunities and showing
the way. You'll find awards and special mentions on
every page, but let's kick off with:

SCHOOL EXECUTIVE AND HOSTEL PREFECTS

School Captain: Aluta Mieni

Deputy School Captain: Sinalo Matyala

Portfolio Heads: Tracy Probert,
Kelsey Smailes,
Shannon Thurston

Head of Beaufort House: Nandise Mantanga

Head of Eleanor Brown House: Andulela Suka

Hostel Prefects:
Beaufort House: Aluta Mleni, Amahle Mtshabe,
Bongolethu Mtshabe, Zola Nombona,
Eleanor Brown House: Nqgabakazi Matikinca,
Siyavuya Mgalo, Natalie Retief, Melissa
Sangqu
Mather Pike House: Tembela Lawana,
Hlumela Ngaba
Renfrew House: Zintle Hoho, Sinalo Matyala

HOUSE EXECUTIVES

Dorset:  Zola Nombona (Captain), Taryn Julie (Vice
Captain), Hannah Smith (Games), Zimkhitha
Batyi (Singing Organiser), Danielle Wiblin
(Play Director), Sinako Koncwana (Gr 11
rep), Sicelokazi Pango (Gr 10 rep), Carlyn
Coetzee (Gr 9 rep)

Graeme: Carla Mostert (Captain), Liviwe Saki (Vice
Captain), Jessica Comley (Games), Kuhle
Mxakaza (Singing Organiser), Olwethu Bunu
(Play Director), Anitha Babu (Gr 11 rep),
Monique McLean (Gr 10 rep), Cassie Lister
(Gr9rep)

Ruthville:  Nwabisa Namba (Captain), Danica Coetzee
(Vice Captain), Zikhona Dukashe (Games),
Sive Mafane (Singing Organiser), Ashleigh
Allner (Play Director), Hannah Stevens (Gr
11 rep), Liyabona Luthuli (Gr 10 rep), Ajowa
Atombo (Gr 9 rep)

Thursford: Natalie Retief (Captain), Noluvuyo Yantolo
(Vice Captain), Tarryn Potts (Games),
Namso Nyamela (Singing Organiser),

Yamkela Ngxangxeni (Play Director),
Jacinta Jack (Gr 11 rep), Sinesipho
Kwatsha (Gr 10 rep), Nando Stuurman
(Gr9rep)

COLOURS AWARDS
ACADEMIC:
Honours: re-award:  Julie Dixon, Megan Yendall
Colours re-award:  Nathalia von Witt
Colours new awards: Gemma Garman, Roxanne
Higgitt
CULTURAL:
Colours new award: Feziwe Ndwayana
Half colours: Namso Nyamela, Nombali
Siwa, Kimberley Chifadza

VGHS GIRDLE awarded to Tafadzwa Mafuma, for
neatness and the proud way in which she carries
herself.

MERIT STARS
Ms Goliath

Grade 8: Nkosinathi Xipula (310)

CGrade 9: Xatyswa Mbalana (280), Nelisa
Mnyamana (300), Siyavuya Ngwelo (300), Neliswa
Mamani (310)

Grade 10: Zinathi Mahonga (300), Busi Mrwebi
(300), Buhle Nondwayi (300)

Grade 11: Aneliswa Bukulu (280), Hlumela Ngaba
(280), Taryn Potts (370), Andulela Suka (300),
Danica Coetzee (280), Lacey Isaacs (280), Natalie
Retief (280), Hannah Smith (280), Jessica Comley
(280), Ashley Danckwerts (280), Nina Solomon (280)

To Mrs Nolene Ferreira, Aimee’s mom, for the
lovely flowers in the foyer.

To Mrs Denise Miller, aunt of Xanadu Loesch,
and Gillian, for the Valedictory flowers.

To Mrs Sheila Riddin and Dr Koba for the Prize-
Giving flowers.

D.0.D
Thank you to our very own dance group, as well as to

COMING UP

30/10-2/11 Leave out

3/1117:00 OGU Meeting

5/11 JCAC SGB meeting

8/11 18:45 Hostel Banquet

9/11 10:15 Remembrance Day. Gr 10s
and exec to be on Church
Square at 10:15. Formal
school uniform.

11/11 17:00 Finance Committee

18/11 17:00 SGB meeting

THINKING OF...

Mrs Moffat and her family on the passing
away of her mother in law.

Mrs Retief and her family as her father in
law has been very ill.

the girls who supported their break time concert. Over
R400 was raised for Christmas presents for needy
children.

The D.0O.D. group

CHILD WELFARE
The RCL and the school were thanked for their
donation and the many collected toys. The money will
go towards lkhay Losizo and the toys will be distributed
to the many needy children. “We highly appreciate your
involvement in the lives of the vulnerable children in this
town.”

GADRA = Grahamstown Area Distress Relief
Association

A thank you from them to VGHS for supporting their
50t anniversary newspaper spread. “The generous
support of people such as yourselves has made our
success possible” and “It has been the less fortunate
citizens of our community who have benefited from our
work. The hundreds of individuals who trace their
empowerment to the educational opportunities provided
by GADRA Education bears testimony...”

SPORTS & CULTURAL ASSEMBLY
Ms McCrindle
The Sports and Cultural Awards Assembly was once
again a cause for celebration. Congratulations to all the
girls who received awards. Well done on the excellence

I'm green with envy! Megan Riddin, Khanya Lande and Sulu Mashalaba met Prince William and Prince Harry at our local Spur! One of our very
handsome princes commented on them being at the school named after one of ‘our family members’...




of your performances during the year and thank you for
what you have given to the school by coaching, tutoring
and being so committed to your sports and societies.
Well done also to the girls who made speeches. You
summarized the year's events very well and your
presentations were confident and entertaining.

Thank you so much to the families and friends that
attended. Your support means a great deal to your
daughters and to the staff.

(Please see the list of award winners whose names
did not appear in the Prize-Giving programme).

Carla and Mamé Mostert with Mrs Sheila Riddin at the
Sports & Cultural Assembly.
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Mrs Riddin with Gaylin Christian, Julie Dixon and Nicola
Sewry.
PRIZE GIVING

Once again, a gala event in honour of those girls
who put in so much.
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The Dixon family, éck row: Russel, Sue, Glyn, Dr
Elsbeth (our guest of honour at Prize-Giving). Front
row: Nolene, Mr and Mrs Dixon Senior, Julie. (Mr and

Mrs Dixon Senior are still active farmers with a keen
interest in VGHS)

Dr Dixon and Megan Yendall

Prize-Giving photographs courtesy Kodak

VALEDICTORY

Grade 125’ last day at school, that is be}‘ére the start of
the exams...

Mr Schmidt, Mrs S, Thantaswa May and her mom, Mrs
Jongile, Megan Yendall
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The Functions Committee served with a smile, as always.
Thanks to our wonderful Eleanor Brown and Beaufort
House staff who prepared the Valedictory eats.

So much happens behind the scenes at all these functions:
what you see on stage is the result of hours of preparation
and practice. To Ms McCrindle as person in charge of
the Sports & Cultural Assembly, Mrs L’Ange as head of
Prize Giving and Mrs Retief as head of Valedictory: thank
you.

To the staff who drove buses, sorted out displays, did
the disciplining, typed, printed, collated, invited, checked,
served: thank you. To the hostel staff who never once
baulked at more catering: thank you.

You are all amazing!

string; wire; dowel sticks; craft knife; a 20cm by
20cm piece of wood that can be cut easily, no more
than 10mm thick; a pair of scissors; a saddle
(that's the thing you would put over a pipe to attach it
to a wall - 50c at D&A Timbers), Empty cotton reels,
etc.

Check your Technology leamers’ workbook!

As always, if you have a problem with buying
anything, please speak to Ms Farquhar.

MATHEMATICS CALCULATORS
Mrs L'’Ange

The Mathematics Department has found the
CASIO FX-82ES to be the most useful and easiest
calculator to use in the statistics modules required in
the Mathematics sylllabus.

If you are going to purchase a scientific
calculator, please buy the CASIO FX-82ES.

This calculator is also available at school at R110
this year or R120 at the beginning of 2009.

ESKOM EXPO FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS
The following girls entered the Eskom Expo for
Young Scientists and received prizes and/or
recognition for their efforts:
Kelsey Smailes: Gold
Hannah Godlonton & Amy von Witt: Bronze
Marryam Tariq and Monique McLean: Bronze
Lillian Mollel and Siba Quma:  Highly
Commended

NEW ON THE LIBRARY SHELVES:
Ms Du Preez
Pengarron Pride — Gloria Cook
Pengarron’s Children — Gloria Cook
Always and forever — Cathy Kelly - donated by
Yolanda Irwin
Long Way Round - Ewan McGregor
Extra Virgin — Annie Hawes — donated by Dr Hanton
Upon a moon-dark-moor — R Brandewyne
The end of an Era - D Butler
Changeling - C Amold
Children of the Lion — P Danielson
Fortinbras has escaped - E Malpass
The Road to Compiegne — J Reudy
Flounting Extravagant Queen — J Plaidy

PRACTICALS

| had the privilege of sneaking in on our first Gr
12 Drama Final Practical Exams. Our girls are
excellent! Well done on thought-provoking
performances. | can understand why you sing “I'm
not the child | used to be” and “These boots are
gonna walk all over you!”
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ESKOM EXPO FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS
Kelsey Smailes was selected to be part of this region’s
delegation to the National Finals of the Eskom Expo for
Young Scientists held in Pretoria during October.

TECHNOLOGY GR 9
For their CTA practical, the Gr 9s will need a number
of items:
Super Contact glue or Bostik glue; Cardboard; rope;

CURRENT AFFAIRS

Rebecca and her committee have been seeing to
the ‘expansion’ of an expanded Current Affairs
group.

CHOIR

A reminder of your performance at Damant
Lodge, Port Alfred, coming up towards the end of
November.

SPIRIT COMMITTEE
Siviwe Stefane

The Spirit Committee organized a treasure hunt
on the 24t October. The girls were all eager to win.
They had great fun and most of them got the clues
which were about the school. It was a jungle out
there: survival of the fittest.

Congratulations to our winners: Liyabona
Luthuli and Andiswa Bukula.




DEBATING SOCIETY COMMITTEE 2009
We look forward to seeing the following girls in
action: Bongolethu Mtshabe, Melissa Sangqu, Kuhle
Mxakaza, Tembela Lawana, Vitima Jere.

GOING NOWHERE SLOWLY PICTURES
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VICTORIA GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL
GRAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

Our

The tour group braving a hanging bridg
CHRISTIANS IN ACTION
Lwandi Mabinya

Graeme College hosted an SCA (CIA) evening on
the 10 October 2008. The evening was basically
about fellowship and keeping track of your inner self,
knowing who you are and where you are going. It was
also based on a person’s self worth and their decision
to stand out and be the DIFFERENCE.

The aim of this evening was to unite believers as
one and make them realize what life can be like, when

you are missing a part of yourself.

A big vote of thanks goes to Mrs Retief and Ms Siga
for making this evening a success for us.
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Danica Coetzee, Andrea Rudolecky, Luca Whitehead,

Megan Yendall and Kholosa Plaatjie, at the Dressed to
Kill civvies day in aid of Service

TENNIS
Congratulations to Jessica Comley and Carla
Mostert on being the 2009 Tennis Captain and Vice
Captain respectively.

KARATE
Well done to Olwethu Bunu on her 1st place for
Kata and 34 place for Kumite at the Makana Karate
Championships. At this competition, Nombali Siwa
obtained 2 place for Kata.

THE PJ FUN RUN
This has become an annual must-participate fun
event (not that our girls ever need an excuse to dress
up!). Running? Suffice to say the PJ leadership team
could not stop singing ‘We love you, VG, oh yes, we
do!’

TAEKWON-DO
We are very proud of Keri Werth who obtained EP
Colours for Taekwon-do (only person in Grahamstown)
and receiving her Red Belt!

TENNIS FUN
Once again a number of parents, staff and girls had
a good Friday afternoon on the tennis courts, for many
reasons... Just wondering if Ms Farquhar ever found
the ball.

Rotary/Interact Christmas Carol Toy Drive- Next
week is International Interact Week- Please help
the VGHS Interact Club by donating old/new toys,
stationery or books for a worthy cause. Items are

sorted by Rotary and then distributed in time for
Christmas to those that really do need. Please send

items to school before Friday, 07 November (next
week)
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Ms McConnachie arquing?
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HOSTELS 2009

If ANY 2009 boarder would like to apply for a
place in the smaller hostels she needs to do so in
writing by 5 November 2008. The application letter
should include her reasons for wanting to move into
a smaller house and how this could influence her
academic and personal performance. Remember to
include your name, contact details and which hostel
you are presently staying in and would like to move
into.

Applications to be handed in at the Secretary's
office by 4pm on Wednesday, 5 November 2008.

BEAUFORT HOUSE, DONKIN HOUSE
We are proud to announce that Mrs Smuts will
be moving into Beaufort House and Ms Siga will be
the house mother at Donkin House.

$

Deirdre Howe matriculated in 1993 and went into
IT. Later she started her own website company
before becoming a business analyst and project
manager.

Two years ago, Deirdre was diagnosed with a
brain tumour. Her husband suggested she try
painting as an outlet and bought her a canvas and
basic paints. Deirdre started painting with an old
paintbrush and her work is currently being exhibited
at the Kuhne Boekkooi Gallery in Port Elizabeth.

In August Deirdre underwent brain surgery.
During her recovery time, she spent time painting
and maintaining her blog at
http://kohlers.lifelogger.com

##

v Well done to Mrs McConnachie on achieving
a Distinction in her Masters Degree (M.Mus)

v" A special thank you to Dr Hanton, Mrs
Chithambo, Ms Joubert, and Mrs Lesar,
who presented a workshop on Conscious
Discipline and on Brainbased Teaching to
VGHS staff as well as staff members from
Carinus and Victoria Primary.

v' Ms Hayes has just retumed from a week
away as Provincial Moderator of Dramatic
Arts. She is pleased to report that the VG
girls are doing really well by provincial
standards.




v" Congratulations to Ms Zamani, who is the guest
of honour at the Grade R Graduation of her old
school. She will be a perfect role-model for them.

v' To the Beaufort House staff: thank you for
looking after our Gr 11 and 12 boarders when
you are probably so keen on having a break.

v' Toall our staff: school, hostel, office, grounds —
have a well-deserved break

Nandi Moyake Marimba Band
COMMITMENT OVER A NUMBER OF YEARS (only
awarded to Grade 12s)

Laura Wentworth Hiking/Camping Club, Chess and
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GRADE 8 STAY-AWAKE
Hannah Smith

On Friday the 17 October 2008 the grade 8 girls had
their end of year stay awake with the newly elected
mentoring committee. The girls had a lot of fun being
entertained with games, movies and many prizes. The
girls were dressed in the costumes of what they wanted
to be 10 years ago.

Ms Goliath’s enthusiasm is contagious
— ;

CO-CURRICULARS

Ms McCrindle
Co-curriculars finish for everyone on Thursday, 6
November. Grade 8 and 9 Under 65 Club starts on 10
November.

MY SCHOOL CARD
Remember to swipe your cards at the following
retailers so that VGHS is able to receive cash for your
benefit, girls: Woolworths, Waltons, Toys-R-Us, Engen,
Kalahari.net.

NEWSLETTER - Next one at end of term!

Bongiwe Papu
Tafadzwa Mafuma
Nathalia von Witt
Lungile Dunywa
Nicola Sewry

Julie Dixon

Gaylin Christian
Akhonathi Mkolo
Shelley Wood
Luca Whitehead
Roxanne Higgitt
Rachel Smith
Megan Riddin
Sibongiseni Ggebe
Nandi Moyake
Lusanda Sandile
Namhla Mzuku

Marimba Band

Chess

Chess

Photojourn, and Choir
Photojoumn, and Choir
Tennis, Hockey, Squash, and
Debating

Tennis, Hockey, and Christians
in Action

Tennis

Hockey

Swimming

Swimming

Swimming

Swimming

Swimming and Squash
Marimba Band and Choir
Marimba Band

Marimba Band, and Choir
Debating

Megan Yendall Christians in Action
Donné Wilson Christians in Action
Cikiswa Gaga Christians in Action
Simamkele Dial Christians in Action
Tabazi Bengu Choir

Siphuxolo Geja Choir

Asekho Dlepu Choir

Songezo Bomvana Choir

Nosipho Musisi Choir

Zintle Phakana Choir

Athandile Mvusi Choir

Nokuxolisa Gcememe  Choir

Lukhona Mdluli Choir

Thandokazi Kulati Choir

Feziwe Ndwayana Choir

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Plessis, Lillian Mollel, Aviwe Matyolweni , Jade
Jasson, Kimberley Chifadzwa

GRADE 8 COACHES IN TERM 1

We brought in a programme this year to introduce
the Grade 8s to the different competitive sports
offered at VG. This could not have happened without
many girls who helped with the coaching and we
thank them very much for their assistance.

Nicola Sewry Squash
Megan Riddin Squash
Asekho Dlepu Netball

Ngabakazi Matikinca Netball
Nwabisa Namba Netball

Tabazi Bengu Netball
Noxolo Bebeza Netball
Akhonathi Mkolo Hockey
Simoné Haywood ~ Hockey
Gaylin Christian Tennis
Yanga Makaula Tennis
Noneka Dlali Athletics

Fumane Moshesh  Athletics
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Skills Development is a programme in which girls are
in charge of the organisation and coaching of some co-
curricular activities. We thank them for the time they put
into the programme and the amazing service they offer
the girls and the school.

Julie Dixon Social Tennis
Zandile Hoyi Social Tennis
Gaylin Christian Social Tennis
Rosa Brandt Yoga

Rachel Smith, Luca Whitehead

Water Polo

The Chadé Bowles Trophy for Sports Development
awarded to Zandile Hoyi

CERTIFICATES for EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Julie Dixon Academic Committee, and
Christians in Action

Megan Yendall CIA, and Publicity, and
Photojourn

Linda Ngwabeni Photojourn, and Publicity

Laura Wentworth Photojourn, and Publicity

Thantaswa May Discipline Committee

Luca Whitehead Interact

Nathalia von Witt Publicity

Akhonathi Mkolo Hockey

Nicola Sewry Squash

Namhla Mzuku Debating

Laura Wentworth Marimba Band

Sibongiseni Ggebe Marimba Band

Linda Ngwabeni

Siyasanga Madalane

Siphuxolo Geja
Yanga Makaula

Roxanne Higgitt, Megan Riddin

Carla Mostert

Drama

Conversational Xhosa
Conversational Xhosa
Dancing and Cheerleading
Cooking
Freestylers music group

Shannon Thurston, Simoné Coetzee Social Squash
Tabazi Bengu, Noxolo Bebeza Social Netball
Asekho Dlepu Social Netball

Athandile Mvusi, Siyasanga Hashe First Aid

Noneka Dlali, Fumane Moshesh Athletics
Danica Coetzee, Tracy Probert Junior Stretch and
Tone

TUTORING
We thank all the girls who have helped tutor other girls
in a variety of subjects this year.

The following girls, who are not on the Academic
Support Committee, tutored academic subjects for one
term:

Kuhle Mxakaza Michaela Walters, Naledi Boltina, Sinalo
Matyala, Keri Werth, Tarryn Potts, Amy von Witt

The following girls tutored for more than one term:
Nolene Dixon, Beaulette Blom, Alisa Lochner , Faith du

A WORD FROM OUR 2008 SCHOOL CAPTAIN
Thantaswa May
The time we shared together was great. | hope
we all have a great time together for the last few
days. Good luck for the exams and remember to
keep smiling.

...AND A WORD FROM ME...
Quiz answers:
v' The ages of the children are 9, 2 and 2.
v' ‘There is three errers in this sentence:
Indeed there are. Firstly, ‘is’ should be
‘are’. Secondly, ‘errers’ spelled
incorrectly and thirdly, there are only 2,
which means the statement is also an
error!

We are halfway through a term that has seen the
staff giving their all, as usual, and it has seen our
school being showcased as being exceptional.
Thank you to everyone who has made all the events
possible: parents, girls, staff, our community.

Have a good break but spare a thought to our Gr
11s and 12s who have to be hard at work preparing
for the examinations.

Exams and success have nothing to do with
luck; it's all about what you put in. So get
going/keep going!

Regards
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EXAM TIMETABLE

On the next page, please find the end of year
exam timetable.
G =Gym
V = Vicky's
J =Hall
SR = Study rooms
JC = Art School
LAB = Mr Stoloff's Lab or Computer
Lab
MR = Music Room
Gr 8 &9 write in Hall, unless specified
differently.
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