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COMING UPCOMING UPCOMING UPCOMING UP    
30/12  10:00-13:00  Release of Matric results 
19/1     08:00  Staff meeting / Office opens 
20/1     10:00    Hostels open / Graeme College         

starts 
  10:00-15:00  Clothing Exchange open 
            11:00   Orientation meeting compulsory for      

new learners & parents – MG 
Richardson Hall, VGHS 

            13:00   Hostel AGM compulsory for new 
learners & parents – MG 
Richardson Hall, VGHS 

 
            14:00    Stooges meeting in LH1 
            17:00    All boarders in hostels 
21/1      7:30    School reopens 
     RCL voting Gr 9-12 
       13:00       Co-Curricular introduction 
 
22/1 14:30      Gr 8 Co-curricular programme 
23/1        House Ex meeting (1st break) 
24/1 19:00     VG/GC social at VG 
26/1 15:00     Gala @ GC 
27/1 13:00     Assembly & House meetings 
 14:30 CIA: Committee only 
       14:30  Gr 8 Co-curricular programme 
       17:00     Finances Committee meeting 
30/1     First Newsletter of 2009 

 

THINKING OF… THINKING OF… THINKING OF… THINKING OF…     
 

Jaydene Shelton’s mom who went in for 
an operation 
Jessica Shaw’s mom who is ill. 
 

HOSTEL FAX NUMBER:  

046 636 1598 
 

 5 December 2008, Volume 6 # 28 

 
‘Be strong on the inside, so that you can be gentle on the outside’ – David Wylde, 

Headmaster of SAC 
 

VG Vision:  At VGHS we support and respect one another in a safe and happy 
environment.  Our broad spectrum of activities and facilities enriches all, as we 

strive for excellence. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
The prestigious VGHS Scholarships covering full 
school fees are awarded to 

� Gr 12:  Kelsey Smailes 
� Gr 11:  Danielle Wiblin 
� Gr 10:  Nolene Dixon 
� Gr 9:  Half fees to Tayla Solomon and 

Asemahle Mdingi 
 
VGHS Cultural Scholarship (half school fees shared) 
awarded to Kuhle Mxakaza and Leletu Ndabeni 
VGHS Sports Scholarship (half school fees) 
awarded to Simoné Coetzee 
2008 Victoria Primary Head Girl’s Scholarship (half 
school fees) awarded to Mbali Hlangani 
2008 Victoria Primary Dux Scholar Scholarship (half 
school fees) awarded to Carla Wilby 
2007 Victoria Primary Dux Scholar Scholarship (half 
school fees) awarded to Busisiwe Sandi 
 
Applications are awaited for the following 
scholarships/bursaries: 

� Two Scholarships for 2009 Gr 8s who 
excelled academically, culturally or in 
sport.  Please write a letter of application 
to Mrs Schoeman (before the end of 
January 2009), listing all your 
achievements and giving the contact 
details of references who can confirm 
your achievements. 

� A Junior and a Senior Hostel Bursary for 
deserving learners who have made a 
meaningful contribution to VGHS Hostels 
and to the school.  Please write a letter of 
application to Mrs Schoeman (before the 
end of January 2009), motivating why 
you would be a deserving recipient.  You 
will have to provide proof of the financial 
situation of your parent/guardian.  These 
bursaries will be funded by the Hostel 
Accommodation Fund (that is the money 
that the staff raise through festivals, etc). 

 
 

COLOURS AWARDS 
 
Keri Werth (Taikwon-do) – Full Colours 
Hannah Kirkaldy (Taikwon-do) – Half Colours 
Laura Wentworth (Archery) – Half Colours 

ACADEMIC COLOURS 
Nina Solomon – Colours (New) 
Tarryn Potts – Half Colours (New)  
Aluta Mleni – Half Colours (New) 
Alisa Lochner – Half Colours (New) 
Danielle Wiblin – Half Colours (New) 
Anitha Babu – Half Colours (New) 
Kuhle Mxakaza – Half Colours (New) 
Keri Werth – Half Colours (New) 

 
MERIT STARS 

Ms Goliath 
Grade 8: 
S Mzomba 280, S Zondi 280, O Ndamase 320, 
N Xipula 290, A Atombo 305, S Biko 280, A 
Jackson-Moss 295, C Lister 325, L Maneli 280, 
N Njani 280 
Grade 9: 
N Boltina 305, A Eddie 280, M Kalipa 285, S 
Kula 280, X Mbalana 280, M McLean 290, N 
Mnyamana 300, M Ngqunge 320, S Nqwelo 
300, A Tsipa 295, F du Plessis 330, N Mamani 
375, A Miya 290, H Ngwendu 325, B Venani 
280, S Zondani 305, Z Gqamana 285, M 
Mostert 320, A Moyake 280, B Ngqameni 295 
Grade 10: 
B Blom 300, Z Mahonga 315, S Ngcoza 280, B 
Mrwebi 300, B Nondwayi 295 
Grade 11: 
A Bukula 280, H Ngaba 310, T Potts 370, A 
Suka 310, D Coetzee 280, L Isaacs 300, N 
Retief 310, S Matyala 280, H Smith 280, J 
Comley 280, A Danckwerts 280, H Kirkaldy 
280, J Shaw 280, N Solomon 280 
 

STAFF COOKING COMPETITION 
1st   English 
2nd  Joza 
3rd  Maths 
Absolutely scrumptious fare – thank you! 

 

 
Aluta Mleni and Sinalo Matyala, the School 

Captain and Deputy Captain pay their respects at 
the annual Remembrance Parade held recently, 
honoring the war veterans who died in combat. 
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WHAT’S IN STORE FOR 2009 – just some titbits to whet your appetite! 
Holistic education in a safe, happy environment in which the following are addressed:   

� the pre-requisites to optimum teaching and learning  
� the pre-requisites to giving back to communities. 

Big words, but what do they mean?  Simply that we are passionate about giving you the best, and we know your parents care enough to send you to a school that is 
regarded as the best Educational Institution in South Africa – PetroSA HomeGrown Award 2007. 
 

Academic programme  (Head of Department:  Mr Schmidt): 
� Suffice to say that we always give the girls the very best:  well-qualified, enthusiastic teachers, assessment plans, moderation, checks and balances, U65 Club, 

and more. 

� Academic Support:  20 hours of free, free, FREE support and development per week in terms 1,2,3 and 4 offered at VGHS.  You may attend voluntarily.  

Or a teacher may refer you and then you must attend compulsorily.  Timetable falls in with the Co-curricular timetable.  Timetable always on Academic 
noticeboard outside the library, or an ask away.  Academic Support Committee tutors, as well as Junior tutors (for Gr 8 & 9).  Student teacher tutors in term 3.  
Parents receive end of term letter with academic report, informing them how many hours their beloved attended.  (Mrs Retief in charge). 

� Reading Comprehension Programme (teacher in charge:  Mrs Schoeman):  Reading Excellence programme built into the Gr 8-9 timetable.  Reading 
comprehension;  vocabulary, spelling, writing, grammar exercises, spatial exercises and more. 

� CAMI Maths Programme:  A Maths computer programme compulsory for Gr 8-9, during Maths lessons.  Also available in the afternoons.  Parents will receive a 
CAMI Maths report with the school report 

� Expo Projects, Festivals, Olympiads (arranged by various subject teachers) 
 

Co-curricular opportunities (Head of Department:  Ms McCrindle):   
� Service & Outreach (excluding our Skills Development Programme and work done through Gr 12Committees):  3 hours per week available. Plus First Aid.  

Plus Librarianship 
� Cultural opportunities:  President’s Award, Roots & Shoots, Junior and Senior Choirs and Marimba Bands;  Orchestra;  Junior and Senior Christians in Action, 

and Debating groups;  Drama;  Poetry Club;  Sotho; Current Affairs;  Chess;  Film Society;  Photojourn and more. 
� Sport opportunities:  Athletics;  Fitness;  Stretch & Tone; Taebo;  Walkers;  Netball U19, U16, U14 A&B;  Tennis A, B &  C squads;  Hockey 1st, 2nd; 3rd, 4th, 

U16 A, B, C, D, U14 A & B;  Dancing;  Team Swimming, A, B, Beginners;  Cross Country;  Squash 1st, 2nd/U15;  Ballroom Dancing;  Yoga 
� Interhouse activities:  Plays, Singing, Debating, Quiz, Games Day, Athletics, Cross Country, Tennis, Hockey, Gala, Netball and perhaps even soccer or rugby! 
� Co-curricular timetable only available after stooges’ timetables have been finalized 
� Ms McCrindle, HOD of Co-Curriculars, on SPORT 2009 

These are a few of the things we will be focusing on in 2009 with regards to sport: 
� We will still have beginner sport groups, but will not have social groups for competitive sports – all girls wanting to play these sports will be in teams 
� All Grade 8s and 9s will play competitive sport 
� Top netball and hockey players will focus on fitness in the first term 
� The Gala will include more competitive swimming events 
� The Games Day will be combined with an Athletics Day  

 

Our Wider Education Programme (overseen by Phase Heads, Ms Hayes and Mrs Schoeman) 
� My Space Time:  a timetabled lesson for personal growth and careers counseling.  (Personal Growth Plans for every girl, monitored by her class teacher) 
� SAVVY lesson (all those extra skills and values to give you the best attitude!), a programme geared towards creating learners that are ‘strong on the inside, so 

that they can be gentle on the outside’.  We’ll focus on a scaffolded programme (a programme of building blocks from Gr 8-12): 
o Myself & My Environment:  Being myself-, VG-, street-, Grahamstown- and world-wise 
o Skills required to make you the best possible learner 
o Health & Sexuality;  Leadership Development, etc 
o Social responsibility.  Grade 8s will take on the SPCA;  Gr 9s Hospice;  Gr 10s will feed the children of Eluxolweni Shelter;  Gr 11s will contribute to 

the VGHS Benevolent Fund and the Gr 12s will work towards their gift to the school 
o Gr 8 – 12 outings, excursions, day courses. 

� Smarties lesson (wotalotigot!):  similar to the old WEP lesson 
o Crafts, Speakers, Bereavement Counselling workshops;  New Girls’ Catch-up;  Reading Comprehension;  Gr 10 Rapewise course, and more. 

� Last week of term 2:  Gr 8 Environmental Project (cross-curricular) at home;  Gr 9 Entrepreneurship Project (at home);  Gr 10 Service in community;  Gr 11 
Work Experience;  Gr 12 Study Week at school. 

� Full time Counsellor, no charge, at VGHS 
 

Newsletters & Reports 
� 4 academic and behaviour reports per year, no matter what your darling tells you!  Handed to your daughter on the last day of term, or posted (June and 

December only) to boarders’ parents. 
� One newsletter per week, except for weeks shorter than 5 days and during examinations.  VG News contains school news and extra reading (depending on 

space) towards a quiz. 
� Verbal:  by the girls for the girls, done by Photojourn, once a term 
� VG Voice:  monthly coloured sheet done by the Publicity Committee for distribution around town 

 

Computers 
Our network is expanding rapidly, due to the efforts of parents-to-be such as Mr Billy Morgan, ex-parents such as Mr Jacot-Guillarmod, and a number of staff. 
� Rhodes University broadband link to all our classrooms, the hall, and the hostels, etc nearing completion 
� 5 new computers at EB and at BH, for learners 
� A maintenance contract giving us an expert on the premises from 7:30-13:00. 

 
Events 
Too many, all just the best.  Special mention of Founders’ Weekend beginning of March, Prize-Giving week in October and Mozart’s Requiem performed by VGHS 
Choir, Marimba Bands and Orchestra,  Rhodes University Orchestra, Lady Grey Arts Academy towards the end of May. 
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THANK YOU 

 
FLOWERS 

Thank you to Mrs Irene Solomon and Mr and 
Mrs Bennett for the beautiful flowers in the foyer. 

Thank you to Mrs Lochner for the 
Rememberance Day Parade wreath on behalf of 
the school. 

 
STREET COLLECTING 

From the Grahamstown and Districts War 
Memorial Association (Homes for the Aged) to Mr 
Stoloff and the twelve girls who street collected 
for them.  Their boxes were ‘filled to the brim.  It 
was a collection for the aged, but charming, 
youthful faces win every time’. 

 
CHOIR AT DAMANT LODGE 

Mrs Margie Barnard could not stop bragging 
after our Choir’s performance at the Old Age 
Home in Port Alfred.  She says their singing, 
behaviour, dress – everything! – was just perfect 
and made her so proud to be a VG Old Girls and 
ex-staff member.  The audience were profoundly 
touched, including an old gentleman who thanked 
them with tears in his eyes. 
 

 

HOSTEL FAX 
NUMBER:  

046 636 1598 
 

ACADEMIC ACTION 

 
Grade 8s enjoying the outdoors after exams. 

 
Girls celebrate the end of year exams by 

bonding with their friends for the last time… 
 

 
Serious trampolining to get rid of exam stress!  

 
MUSIC 

Associate Board of the Royal Schools of Music 
results: 

Keri Werth – Distinction for Gr 3 Flute 
Alisa Lochener – Gr 4 Piano 
Katherine Gillam – Gr 2 Flute (Katherine is a 

2009 new girl!) 
 

MATHEMATICS COMPETITIONS / 
OLYMPIADS 

Well done to the following girls who 
participated in Mathematics Competitions / 
Olympiads presented by the University of 
Pretoria, SASOL and SA Harmony: 
Tarryn Potts, Zintle Hoho  
Nolene Dixon – first class distinction 
Tayla Solomon – passed with merit 
Babalwa Qaba – pass 
Faith du Plessis –pass 
Danielle Wiblin – pass 
Zintle Hoho – pass 
Alisa Lochner, Lillian Mollel – participation 
 

Nathalia von Witt, Julie Dixon, Nina 
Solomon, and Laura Wentworth participated in 
the second round of the Harmony S A 
Mathematics Olympiad 
 

SCIENCE AT RHODES UNIVERSITY 
Photographs submitted by Mrs Sewry, RU 

Chemistry Schools Project Coordinator and our 
SGB Chairperson 

 
 

 
 

 
 

*********************************** 

 
9 Graeme celebrating the end of the exams and 
start of the holidays.  ‘I will miss you, my naughty 
ladies!’ says Ms Goliath. 9Gs have used a small 
portion of their Social Fundraising money and 

paid for the ‘Shape’ magazine subscription for the 
school.  The magazine will appear in the library 

from February 2009. 
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CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

 
FILM SOCIETY 
Kuhle Mxakaza 

On Thursday, 30th November 2008, the film society 
screened the movie entitled “A Raisin in the Sun”.  The 
movie is about a struggling 1960s African American 
family that learnt to persevere through their struggle to 
move  onto greener pastures.  The movie was brilliantly 
acted and a real motivation.  

 Thank you to Mr Stoloff for showing us the movie.  
We needed something uplifting before our exams 
began. 

 
INTERACT CLUB 

Mr Stoloff 
Christine Cloete and Danielle Wiblin spoke at a 

Rotary Club Meeting.  They did very well for 2 Grade 
10 girls.   VG’s  Interact Club is the only Interact Club 
participating in the International Interact Week.   
 

ROOTS & SHOOTS 
The South African branch of the Organization has 

granted VGHS a Certificate of Excellence for our 
African Peace Doves Project.   

 
SPORT MATTERS 

 
SQUASH CONGRATULATIONS… 

To Simoné Coetzee on representing EP in 2008 
Ladies U16B Makana & Districts Squash Union. 

To Nicola Sewry on representing EP in 2008 Ladies 
U19B Makana & Districts Squash Union. 

To Marné Mostert on representing EP in 2008 
Ladies U16B Makana & Districts Squash Union. 
 

KARATE 
Nombali Siwa and Olwethu Bunu  are off to 

Jo’Burg for the South African Championships, after 
receiving the following medals: 

Olwethu Bunu:  a Gold medal for Kata:  Heian 
Shodan and a Silver medal for Kumite. 

Nombali Siwa:  Silver for Kata:  Keyian Shodan 
and a Bronze for Kumite (free fighting). 
 

HOSTELS 

 
2008:  A BUMPER YEAR! 

� From the Department of Education:  fridges, 
equipment, a steam oven and more. 

� From the sound financial planning of the SGB 
over many years, the parents who pay their fees 
and especially because of the very hard work by 
the staff to get money into the hostels through 
accommodation: 
o Blinds at Eleanor Brown and Beaufort 

House 
o Extensive painting and renovation at BH 
o New duty rooms and sick bays at EB and 

BH 
o Brand new computers and printers at EB 

and BH 
o Equipment for that new steam oven – and 

installation! 
o A pergola at Donkin House 
o Mather Pike being painted in old gold, 

silver, red, yellow, pink, purple, green, 
white, brown – live in suspense! 

o Recreation areas inside and outside all 
hostels, and to-die-for excursions and 
camps. 

o Even trampolines and pool tables! 
      

THE BAPTISM OF THE 
HOSTEL’S  BRAAI STANDS 

Mrs Djan 
It all happened recently at EB with stoney, braai 

packs, marshmallows........it was lekker.   Baie 
dankie and Enkosi to Mrs Schoeman and the 
Governing Body. 

 

 
RENFREW HOUSE 

Zintle Hoho 
On the 23rd November 2008, Renfrew House 

went to what has now become the “Annual PE trip 
with Ms Zam”.  By 05:00 some of the girls were 
already preparing for our departure at 07:00 – talk 
about excitement.   During the journey the girls were 
show casing their singing talents. All I can say is 
some of us left the bus with our ears ringing.   

We walked around Greenacres until 13:00.  Our 
feet were swollen and the only thing that kept our 
spirits up was laughter – we then realized the 
benefits of co-curriculars.  We left Greenacres on a 
funny note when one of the girls told us as she was 
walking into a “shop” she bumped into the 
“CLOSED” glass door.   

From Greenacres we drove to Summerstrand 
and went to the Boardwalk.  The girls got in touch 
with their inner child when they started playing 
games – oh cute – oh! And Sinalo was so taken by 
the babies she saw there and was so stressed when 
she could not get a bear out of one of the games.  
Some of us then walked to the flea market.   

Our test of courage came as we had to walk back 
to the Boardwalk – barefoot.  Our feet were so sore 
and Vuvu’s were swollen.  When we got back home, 
Vuvu had to walk upstairs on her knees because her 
feet were so sore.   

All in all, we had a wonderful time and would do it 
again, but cut the walking.  A big thank you goes to 
Ms Zamani and Mr Goliath.  We appreciate the effort 
put into the organization of the trip. 
 

CATHOLIC BOARDERS 
A message from Mrs Andrea Upfold:   

If there are any boarders who are Catholic 
and would like to attend mass on Sundays, 
please contact Fr Bill on 046 622 2808 or Francis 
Williamson on 046 636 1812 and they will 
organize lifts to the church on Sundays. 

 
The Mather Pike ladies held their annual Xmas 
Evening Tea, which was both a joyous and sad 
occasion. A fond farewell to our beautiful Aya 
Gobe, Ms Gumede and Ms Siga. May they be 
blessed in the new ventures that await  them in 

2009. 
  

HOSTELS’ BANQUET  
Ms Djan 

We have NEVER been as punctual for the 
banquet as we were on Saturday evening.  We 
were all seated by 6.45 on the dot!  The theme for 
this year was “Soweto Mechanics”.  The Grade 
9s did a splendid job under the capable direction 
of Naledi Ntondini (next time we will give you the 
authority to give order marks!)  

Chairperson of the SGB, Mrs Sewry, graced 
the occasion.  Prizes awarded were:  Welcome to 
Jozi – Aviwe Dasha;  Food Killer – Namso 
Nyamela;  Lindt prize – Soyama Mati;  The 
threesome – Kanyisa Mabindla, Sinako 
Koncwana & Aya Cagwe;  Suga mamas – 
Songezo Bomvana & Crew;  Stuck Record –
Sinovuyo Matiso;  Mpempe – Nobathembu Koliti;  
Guluva GP – Mhleli Madikane;  Oldest Baby – 
Buhle Nondwayi;  Prima Donna – Cwayita Saki;  
Family of the year – Mather Pike House; 
 Running Coverse – Mthembukazi Maneli;  
Mother Theresa – Ms Lidonde; Battles of the 
Mixiteers – Ms Cima & Ms Chitonho. We all had 
fun and FOOD. Grade 8s get ready for 2009! 

 The boarders and staff would also like to use 
this opportunity to extend their heartfelt gratitude 
to the staff who are leaving as they have touched 
our lives in many ways.  

Farewell to Mrs Gilfillan, Mrs Wood, Mr & 
Mrs Still, Ms Dlukulu, Ms Lidonde, Ms Reeve, 
Ms Sambo and Ms Gumede. 
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MY SCHOOL CARD 

 
Thank you to My School Card for the 

R1336 earned during November 2008!  This 
money will go towards the school’s Benevolent 
Fund. 

Do you know where you can use your 
MySchool card?   

Bargain Books, Spur, Wimpy, Woolworths…. 
 

GRAB ‘n OPPORTUNITY! 

 
FSA YOUTH EXCHANGE 

A number of VGHS girls have participated in this 
exchange with Germany.  (You can spend up to 
6 weeks with a German family and may invite a 
German learner to spend time with you in South 
Africa.  You can even do a 200+km cycling trip 
as part of the ‘fun’!).  Details on www.fsa-
youthexchange.com. 
 

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE INTERNATIONAL 
Some of our girls will be invited to attend this 

youth leadership and education summit in the 
USA.  We cross our fingers on your behalf… 
 
 

WARNINGS & ADVICE 

 
HEAD LICE 

A concerned parent passed on a warning 
against some lice treatment shampoos, after an 
article in YOU magazine.  (Most families with 
children have had to deal with head lice!) 

Be careful of products that contain lindane 
(gamma benzene hexachloride).  This is a 
contact poison, not only poisonous to lice, but to 
the person as well.  If you have to use it, do not 
use it more than once. 

Alternatives to treating lice:  rinse the hair in 
two percent vinegar water and comb through 
thoroughly with fine toothed comb;  Naughty Nits 
Combo Pack;  Treet-It Tea Tree Oil Antil Lice 
range.  Remember to wash all personal items, 
including bedding and toys. 
 

VOTER REGISTRATION CHECK 
Mrs Mostert says it”s easy to check:  Just 

SMS your ID number to 32810.  That’s all! 
 

UNIFORM 2009 – PULLOVERS 
If you are planning on buying a new school 

pullover, just hang on.  We will be introducing a 
navy and white pullover with the school badge 
embroidered on it – more details soon.  Also 
remember that a pullover is an optional item. 
 

UNIFORM 2009 – JERSEYS & SHIRTS 
Torn jerseys and frayed white school shirts 

or shirts without a top button will not be allowed.  
We will confiscate the jerseys until our beloved 
lass comes back in the afternoon to learn some 
sewing skills.  We might just confiscate the 
shirts… 

 
CLOTHING EXCHANGE 

The VG Clothing Exchange has a large 
selection of skirts, shirts, etc.  As from 2009 it will 

be run by Mrs Rielly, the lady in charge of our 
tuckshop.   
 

 
A delightful Victoria Primary Gr 1, 1997, photograph 
featuring some of our present Gr 12s!  They started 
off looking ever so cute, some dropped out along the 
way, some ‘added’ but every one of our present Gr 

12s remained special. 
Thank you to all our Gr 12s for their effort, their hard 
work and for remaining great up to the end.  Thank 
you, especially, for the wonderful thank you letters. 

 
OLD GIRLS 

 
Some of our Gr 9 boarders have been visiting 

Miss Wood to chat to her and find out more about 
the school.  Well done, EB! 
 

LOIS BASSETT 
1945 VGHS School Captain, staunchest VGHS 

Old Girl, 80 years old and now awarded the 
prestigious Swimming South Africa Lifetime 
Achievement Award!  We are very proud of this 
remarkable lady who coached the likes of Charlene 
Wittstock (who just might become ‘queen’ of 
Monaco) and who can tell you what a great guy Ryk 
Neethling is. 

 

STAFF 

 
GOOD BYE TO… 

Mrs Gilfillan and Mrs Wood will be leaving the 
hostels;  Miss Dups is off to Riebeek College in 

Uitenhage;  Ms Reeve, who was not only a stooge, 
but also our Gr 9 Drama teacher.  All of them will be 

sorely missed, but we wish them well.   I’d like to 
repeat the quote I read at their final assembly: 

’We are not here just to survive and live long…  We 
are here to live and know life in its multi-dimensions, 

to know life in its richness, in all its variety.  And 
when a man lives multi-dimensionally, explores all 
possibilities available, never shrinks back from any 
challenge, goes, rushes to it, welcomes it, rises to 

the occasion, then life becomes a flame, life blooms’ 
– Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. 

Being brave and living multi-dimensionally of 
course do not simply mean changing one’s job or 
town, but these ladies and the ‘staying’ staff of 
VGHS live rich, multi-dimensional lives, they 
welcome challenges and therefore continue to give 
so much to our daughters.   

 
WELCOME TO… 

Mrs Dampies:  Matron at Beaufort House 
Mrs Smuts:  Assistant Matron at BH 
Ms Plaatjie:  Assistant Matron at BH 
Ms Van der Westhuizen:  teacher 
Mrs Domeris:  Geography Gr 10 
Mr Twalo:  General Worker 
 

THE STAYERS 
What will I be without my office ladies?  

Mrs Rademeyer who ducks behind the 
counter to check that she still looks spick and 
span for the public, and never misses an 
opportunity to offer to do more, Mrs Heathcote 
who will work night and day to see something 
through;  Ms Strauss who took to VGHS like a 
duck to water.  She transformed our approach 
to our parents and has many eating out of her 
hand.  Mrs Werth is one strong lady with lots 
of financial savvy – just what we need.  The 
benefits from having such a strong financial 
team are already obvious. 

Mrs Richards and Dr Hanton are 
immense assets to our school.  They came, 
they saw, they conquered whatever we gave to 
them.   This certainly applies to Mr Goliath as 
well:  since his bouncy self joined us, he 
conquered many hearths AND Mr Niewoudt is 
smiling (and is taking time off to visit his son in 
Dubai!).  Sakhe Boma continues to work 
towards a better Matric so that he can provide 
even better for his family.  Our Huntley Street 
Gate Lady, Ms Nqowana invariably makes my 
day with her smile – and she does not let any 
suspicious characters through!  And then there 
are Ms Julia Fetman and Ms Mbangi:  what a 
joy to have them around the school (I know I’m 
in favour when Ms Fetman picks flowers for my 
office!).  Mr Mahabeni, Mr Balana, Mr 
Mnyamana have between them a wealth of 
experience and loyalty to the school.  Not 
many know that Mr Mahabeni once risked his 
life for a staff member when a prisoner 
threatened her inside the school.  Or that the 
huge industrial hostel spin drier that he fixed 
15 years ago when all Grahamstown experts 
said it’s impossible, is still going strongly.  Mr 
Nanto is the darling of the kitchen staff – they 
just love taking care of him.  But then our 
kitchen staff are themselves a group of 
darlings:  Mrs Bawushana, feisty, short and 
loving and a wonderful cook;  Ms Trollip who 
will always speak up when something is not 
right and who cares deeply about who looks 
after our boarders;  Mrs Swartland, the 
kitchen ‘matron’, a true Servant Leader who 
leads by example and knows what a privilege it 
is to serve others.  Then there is Ms Magwala 
– she might look stern at times, but invariably 
that smile breaks through and lights up the 
world, very much like Ms Gqaboti’s.  Ms E 
Fetman has had a very hard year with much 
personal tragedy, but she continues to give of 
her best.  Ms Arends is still the quiet one, at 
least around me, but I know…  Mrs Moodie 
retired and immediately came back because 
why would she sit and die at home if she has 
so many girls to look after?  Mrs Classen:  
twinkle in the eye and dimples – what more 
does one need?  Ms Vivana continues to give 
of her best every single day.  Ms Ntozakhe 
just grows from strength to strength and Ms 
Plaatjie and Mrs Stoff rule the roost at 
Beaufort House.  Ms Plaatjie will also take on 
the post of Assistant Matron next year. 

Ms Farquahar is off to Argentinia with her 
80+ father – the itinerary remains a secret, but 
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the treat much deserved by someone who just 
keeps on giving.  Ms Babu deserves a much 
needed break after a year in which she not only 
had to cope with the death of her mother, but 
always gave of her best.  Mr Still and his family 
are moving out of Donkin House to ‘nesskop’ on 
their own.  Their commitment to our girls has not 
gone unnoticed (and in between he spent hours 
and hours on our computer network).  Ms 
Zamani has been appointed by the Dept of 
Education, and who could be more deserving 
than our isiXhosa teacher who not only took VG 
and the hostels by storm, but also the isiXhosa 
teaching fraternity, and she is building a house 
for her family!  No wonder we did not hesitate to 
appoint her sister, Ms Mavis Zamani, as a SETA 
intern when we had the chance (this will end in 
March 2009, so if you know of any firm looking 
for a very capable, through-the-VG-fires lady, just 
contact us!).  Ms Siga is our second isiXhosa 
wise lady who also suffered personal tragedy this 
year.  This remarkable lady will be moving from 
Mather Pike House to Donkin House.  (Should 
you have the pleasure of driving along the wild 
coast or through the Transkei during the 
holidays, remember Ms Siga’s father’s advice:  
treat the animals on the road like orange robots)!  
From orange to feisty energy:  our very own Ms 
Hastie who inspired her Gr 12 Drama girls (our 
first) to exceptionally good marks.  She gives her 
all for her girls and they produce the results.  Ms 
Goliath is off to England to be a care-giver and 
earn money for more traveling.  This lady 
embodies her ABC:  Available Service, Beauty 
and Confidentiality, but we can go right down to 
Z:  zero-tolerance for the socks-and-slops 
brigade in the staff room – or Mr Stoloff’s 
cringeing ties.  Not that we mind Mr Stoloff’s loud 
dress no-sense as he has so much sense at all 
other times.  Obviously needs a break!  We wish 
him and his family well as they travel to Italy to 
be with his in-laws.  But can we forgive Mr 
Mkhize’s lethal weapons:  those long-pointed 
BEE shoes!  Again, his smile and initiative make 
up for some serious stuff.  Ms Haarhoff has had 
a tough year, with Provincial examining, and all 
manner of ‘new’, heart-racing sidelines.  May the 
holidays bring rejuvenation.  It’s not easy to pin 
down our Mrs Baart – between her zippy car and 
her holidays, but when she gets down to 
organizing our events, she is a whiz!  Mr 
Breetzke and Mrs Moffat, Mrs Chibaya (whose 
matrics had the top results at VG last year), 
together with Mrs Baart, make up our quad of 
wise/wizened/experienced and irreplaceable part 
timers.  We are very fortunate to have them.  

Our Phase Heads form an integral part in the 
welfare of our girls.  Ms Czeredrecki-Schmidt 
knows her Gr 8s & 9s at the tips of her fingers, 
even before they get to VG!  A word of warning:  
do not EVER shorten her surname(s) and 
NEVER misspell it.  I suggest you start 
practicing…  Mrs Chithambo, or Ms Chichi as 
she is affectionately known, retires as Phase 
Head.  She is a remarkable mother to many with 
a wonderful sense of humour.  Mrs Smuts will 
continue to wear many hats, and wear us out 
with her puns:  she will be Assistant Matron at 
Beaufort, Gr 12 Phase Head and will be 

responsible for lots of Afrikaans and Life 
Orientation, giving her many opportunities to 
spread her cheer!  Ms McConnachie is the new 
Phase Head on the block:  that of Gr 10-11.  We 
know she’ll be great at it as she has proven 
herself to be adept at juggling many roles:  family 
person, Masters with Distinction, innovative 
teacher, presenter of papers to overseas 
students – the list goes on.  And next year she is 
accompanying her 72 year old father on his first 
overseas trip. 

Some of our Heads of Department may dare 
call me a hard taskmaster, when in fact they 
keep me on my toes!  Thanks to Mr Schmidt we 
eat steak pasta in hundreds of guises, our 
discipline is ruled by an iron fist (with a soft heart) 
and our academic matters lead the way.  Ms 
McCrindle as Head of Co-Curriculars deserves 
all the gold medals we hand out to our girls:  she 
is truly committed to giving every learner an 
opportunity and occasionally find time for 
swimming with dolphins.  Mrs L’Ange is one fast 
lady with a heart of gold:  fast thinking, fast 
timetabling, fast at everything so that one is 
tempted to give her more work (if not, she thinks 
work out for me!).  Ms Hayes is our floating 
goddess:  all over, ever aware of what is 
happening in the school,  in the environment – 
even the whales!  Mrs Retief was the ‘new’ HOD 
this year:  how do we thank someone who simply 
notices and does what is needed?  

From the school leadership team to the 
hostels’:  Mrs Strydom and Mrs Djan, two 
amazing friends who care deeply about their staff 
and boarders, about the children of all the staff – 
the list is endless.  In Afrikaans we would say 
they have ‘klein’ hearts, which means they have 
abundant capacity to love and to become 
emotional about their people – very much like all 
the staff of VGHS. 

May you have only the best of times, 
because you deserve only the best. 

 
 
 
 

THE SEMI-FINAL  

 
A WORD FROM OUR NEW 

SCHOOL CAPTAIN 
Aluta Mleni 

As the year draws to an end, 2008 has been 
great for many, but it must now sadly come to an 
end.  During the holidays, one should always 
take time to relax and reflect on the year gone 
by.  Reflect not only on your successes, but on 
your failures too as they build motivation to 
persevere against all odds.  The best 
achievement one can have is to know you have 
done your utmost in everything you have done.  
Enjoy your holidays, relax and prepare 
yourselves for the wonderful year ahead.  Happy 
holiday to the staff, parent body and pupils of 
Victoria Girls’ High. 

“Success is the ability to go from one failure to 
another without loss of enthusiasm.”  Winston 
Churchill 

 
Aluta recently came to see me to report back 

on a Portfolio Head meeting regarding the 
pullovers.  I noticed that she was not being 
weighed down by about 20 badges down one of 
her lapels (see the Remembrance Day 
photograph!)  Her response, ‘I’m re-arranging my 
badges’.  Ai, the skills our girls have to learn! 

 
…AND A WORD FROM ME… 
   Suffice to say, a remarkable year surrounded 
by remarkable people.  Thank you to the role 
everyone of you played in making 2008 indeed 
2000-and-great. 

Read Audrey Hoeane’s poem published in the 
Upstart newspaper entitled “Walk away.” printed 
below. 
 
Regards 

 
 

WALK AWAY  
by Audrey Hoeane (Gr9) 

 
In the back of my mind 
my mind tells me it’s the 
truth. 
In the bottom of my heart 
my heart tells me it’s all a lie, 
I should have faith. 
 
In the movement of my hand 
my hand tells me I must smack her, 
In the movement of my mouth 
my mouth tells me I must curse. 
 
In the movement of my eyes 
my eyes tell me I must 
destroy. 
In the movement of my legs 
my legs tell me I must walk away. 
 
In my final decision, I listen 
to my heart and legs and 
walk away with a smile 
It’s not worth it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


