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30/10    Leave out & Project Day 
             Project Day 
31/10   Leave out 
1/11     Leave out  
2/11     Grade 11 Exams Begin 
             14:30 Phase Head Meeting 
             17:00 OGU meeting 
3/11     11:00 Hostel non-educating staff 

meeting 
Last Day of Co-Curricular for Grade 8-
10s 

             15:00 Hostel meeting 
4/11      Grade 8 & 9 U65 Club 
5/11      13:00 Smarties 
             Grade 8 & 9 U65 Club 
             17:00 Film Society 
7/11      Hostel Banquets in each hostel 
8/11      Remembrance Day Parade.  

(Compulsory for Gr10s and Executive) 
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Andiswa Schwempe whose sister passed away. 
Enkosi Fana whose gran passed away. 
Ms Haywood whose grandmother is very ill. 
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OUR SCHOOL CAPTAIN AND HER DEPUTY 
To the joy of the girls and staff, Kuhle 

Mxakaza as School Captain, and Ashleigh Allner 
as Deputy School Captain were inducted at the 
Valedictory Service.  These two ladies, with their 
fellow Exec members, Anitha Babu, Danielle 
Wiblin and Leletu Ndabeni, look forward to 
working with their fellow Gr 11s in leading the 
school. 
 

VGHS A TOP 100 SCHOOL ~ SUNDAY TIMES 
SURVEY 

After the excellent results of the 2008 Gr 
12s and a very successful year, we were overjoyed 
to be placed amongst the Top 10 schools in the 
Eastern Cape and the Top 100 schools in the 
country.   

What a feather in the cap of our 
incredible girls and staff!  Our listing is even more 
remarkable when we consider the words of Piven 
and Cloward, authors of Poor Peoples Movements, 
‘What was won must be measured against what 
was possible’.  Many of our girls do not have the 
‘breakfast in bed, lazy, sunny afternoons lolling 
around with my siblings and my mother’-lifestyle 
with which I was blessed.  And yet they achieve to 
the best of their abilities.   
We are so proud of our girls who give of their very 
best, and more, at all times.  Let’s all take stock of 
where we fall on the privileged range, and let’s 
judge our personal achievements accordingly.   
Should you be proud of your 60%, your 
commitment to your co-curriculars?  Your 
commitment to service, if you remember that the 
average VG lady gives 39 hours, per year, of 
herself, in service of others.  How many hours can 
you claim? 
‘What was won, must be judged against what was 

possible’. 
 

CARBON 

 
VG’s 350 contribution to International Climate Day.  
This figure,350 parts of carbon dioxide per million, 
is what scientists say is the upper limit of safety for 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 

On Muizenberg beach in Cape Town large ice blocks 
were used to form 350 – an apt symbol for the ticking 

time bomb (Sunday Times, 25/10/09). 
‘Please head to www.350.org and spend a few 
minutes watching the pictures. We need you to feel the 
strength of this movement, and to see how creative 
and committed this movement is, all across the planet’. 
 

HOSPICE FUNDRAISER 
Our choir wooed the audience at the 

Hospice fundraiser and were commended for their 
disciplined singing and typically good VG behaviour.  
 

BANDANNA DAY 
Ashleigh Allner  

On the 16 October we took part in The 
Sunflower Fund National Bandanna Day, as part of the 
grade 10 community service initiative.  The grade 10s 
sold bandannas of all colours at a cost of R20 each to 
staff and learners. They raised an amazing R4000 to 
add to the Sunflower Fund in aid of those suffering 
from Leukaemia. The Bandanna Day was a huge 
success and it was easy to see that the VG family 
definately "shared a little and saved a life". 

 

 
Zandile Hoyi and Amber Higgitt showing off their 
creativity in the form of different bandanna styles. 

 

 
Thembu Koliti, Kristen Human, Kerry Gough and 
Marne Mostert combine their different colours and 

styles 
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Thank you to Mr Rainsford for donating an 

umbrella to the tennis group and to Ms Djan for 
donating a book, The Power of Now by Eckhart Tolle, 
to the Hostel Library. 

 

 
Another photograph from Bandanna Day 
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MR MYAMANA 

Mr Myamana, who worked at VGHS for 
more than 30 years, passed away unexpectedly 
during the September school holidays.  Our 
thoughts are with his children, and also with Mr W 
Mahabeni and Mr Balana, his colleagues on the 
Grounds Staff.  For more than 25 years Mr 
Mahabeni and Mr Myamana left their homes before 
6 o’clock every morning to walk together to school. 
 

MRS DJAN 
It will be with sadness that we’ll say good 

bye to Mrs Djan early next term.  This remarkable 

Thank you to Mrs Mapara, 
Mrs Bennett, Mrs Hewson 

Mrs Mostert and Mrs 
Slingers for the beautiful 
flowers around the school 
since the start of the term. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

woman, after the death of her husband, raised her 
four children, of whom two were at VGHS, to become 
medical doctors and a teacher.  As the guardian of 
Evelyn and Ngozi Leopold George she can also be 
immensely proud of their achievements.   Evelyn is 
doing Development Finance and Ngozi is graduating 
this December, as a Doctor.  

And then she still had time for hundreds of 
her VG children and staff!  It will be very difficult to 
replace her. 
 

MS HAYES 
 We wish her all of the best as she travels 
to Brazil to be part of the African team at the 
International Innovative Teachers get-together and 
awards ceremony.  No mean feat! 
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ACADEMIC, CULTURAL, SPORT & ADVENTURE 
RACING AWARDS. 

Congratulations to the following girls who 
received Academic, Cultural, Sport & Adventure 
Racing Awards. 
 
HONOURS 
Hannah Kirkaldy (Academic),  
Nina Solomon (Academic). 
 
COLOURS AWARD 
Danica Coetzee (Academic), Vitima Jere 
(Academic), Tracy Probert (Academic), Hannah 
Smith (Academic), Michaela Walters (Academic), 
Nombali Siwa (Karate), Olwethu Bunu( Karate). 
 
HALF COLOURS 
Carla Wilby (Karate), Carla Mostert (Tennis), 
Marné Mostert (Tennis),  Siya Manyakanyaka 
(Netball), Zikhona Dukashe (Netball), Shannon 
Thurston (Re-award for Squash),Melissa Sangqu 
(Squash), Jessica Comley (Swimming), Carla 
Mostert (Swimming), Hannah Smith (Swimming), 
Jessica Comle y(Hockey) 
 

HOUSE LEADERS 2010 
DORSET  
Captain    Sinako Koncwana 
Vice-Captain   Beaulette Blom 
Games Captain   Simoné Coetzee 
Singing Organiser   Vuyokazi Gosani 
Play Director   Luthando Nkayi 
Gr.  11 Rep.    Lindokuhle Ngcingwana 
Gr. 10 Rep.    Aphiwe Dyani 
Gr. 9 Rep.    Blessings Chinganga 
GRAEME 
Captain  Olwethu Bunu 
Vice-Captain Gcina Madiba 
Games Captain Amber Higgitt 
Singing Organiser Zikona Gqamana 
Play Director Busiswa Ngqameni 
Gr.  11 Rep.  Hlubikazi Zibi 
Gr. 10 Rep.  Nelly Ntapu 
Gr. 9 Rep.  Zininzi Feni 
RUTHVILLE 
Captain  Hannah Stevens 
Vice-Captain Nobathembu Koliti 
Games Captain Tiffany Randall 
Singing Organiser Noluvo Kulati 
Play Director Vuyisanani Majija 
Gr.  11 Rep.  Zahra Daffala 
Gr. 10 Rep.  Asemahle Mdingi 
Gr. 9 Rep.  Sisipho Namba 
THURSFORD 
Captain  Yamkela Ngxangxeni 
Vice-Captain Khanyisa Mabindla 
Games Captain Zandile Hoyi 

Singing Organiser Luvuyo Hlatshaneni 
Play Director Siphokazi Dude 
Gr.  11 Rep.  Amy von Witt 
Gr. 10 Rep.  Okuhle Ndamase 
Gr. 9 Rep.  Zandile Klaas 

 
CLASS CAPTAINS, TERM 4, 2009 

GRADE      CAPTAIN  VICE-CAPTAIN 
8/D Jennifer Upfold Sive Sotashe 
8/G Viwe Qupe Alex King 
8/R Casey Frazer Nyasha Mpora 
8/T Thembelihle 

Nonyukela 
Gemma-Mae 
Hartley 
 

9/D Aphiwe 
Nogwapi 

 Mhleli Magikane 

9/G Khanya Lande Amy Jackson-Moss 
9/R Mendy Williams Thando Noganta 

9/T Siphokazi Mato Sivuyisiwe Biko 
 

10/1 Naledi Ntondini Lisa Klingenberg 
10/2 Vuyokazi 

Gosani 
Asisipho Moyake 

10/3 Luvuyo 
Hlatshaneni 

Jevon Bako 
 
 

11/1 Olwethu Bunu Siyabulela 
Manyakanyaka 

11/2 Alison Belde Xolelwa Ngantweni 
11/3 Luyanda 

Ndakisa  
 

Sisipho Matinise 
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MATRIC BANQUET 
 Ms Farquhar, Mrs Babu and Mr Ward, 
the Gr 11 Banquet Committee and a number of 
parents went the extra mile to turn the 2009 Matric 
Banquet into a memorable event.   

Thank you to Mrs van der Merwe, Mrs 
Babu, Mrs Werner, Mrs Prins, Mrs Lensley, Mrs 
Stevens, Mrs Phillipson, Ms O’Donoghue for hours 
on their feet.  And then there were the shoe lenders:  
Dr Hanton, Ms Hayes, Dr Porri and I… 
 

SPORT, CULTURE AND SERVICE AWARDS 
ASSEMBLY 

Thank you to Ms McCrindle, Ms Hayes, 
all the staff involved in co-curriculars, and to the VG 
ladies for their hard work which culminated in this 
well-organized assembly with its excellent speeches 
by all the captains and chairpersons. 
 

 
The Mostert family justifiably proud of their 

achievements and contribution to the school.  Mr 
and Mrs Mostert handed over all the prizes.   

 
Swimming award winners 

 

 
Ms McConnachie and a section of the Orchestra 

whose performances are taking us by storm.  Here 
they are when they performed ‘Chariots of Fire’ and 
‘Arrangement of Swing’ at the Sport, Cultural and 

Service Awards Assembly. 
 

PRIZE GIVING 
A reminder that Prize Giving photographs are for sale 

at Kodak. 
Parents came from far and wide, the girls 

sparkled and the teaching, admin, hostel and 
grounds staff pulled out all the stops for a slick Prize 
Giving ceremony in the Guy Butler Auditorium.  A 
special thank you to Mrs Baart, Mrs L’Ange and Mrs 
Retief for being the driving forces behind Prize 
Giving, and to the hostel staff for catering.  You are a 
mean team! 

Above all, thank you to our girls who use 
the opportunities we offer and who make us so 
proud.  No one could leave the occasion without 
being proud of VG, and without being touched by the 
sincerity of our guest speaker, VG Old Girl and joint 
winner of the Researcher of the Year Award, Dr 
Cocks.  She achieved remarkably despite being 
dyslexic and despite the horrendous trauma she 
suffered a few years ago. 
 

VALEDICTORY SERVICE 
Aluta’s sincere, off-the-cuff speech and 

her mother’s thank you on behalf of all Gr 12 parents 
will remain with us for a long time.  The Gr 12 song 
was great and their gift of another picnic table to the 
school  appreciated.  Thank you to Mrs Retief, Mrs 
L’Ange, Ms McCrindle and Ms Hayes for lots of 
behind the scenes work. 

 
And finally it’s over! 
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Dancing in the sprinklers (borehole water).   
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ART SCHOOL EXHIBITION 
The following girls received certificates at the Johan 
Carinus Art School Exhibition. 
 
GOLD AWARDS: 
Nicole Upfold – Textiles  
Mieke Strooberg – Textiles  
Amy von Witt – Sculpture 
Tanye Fourie – Ceramics 
Natalie Retief – Painting  
Nolene Dixon – Graphics 
Nelly Ntapu - General Art 
 
SILVER AWARDS:  
Krista du Plooy – Graphics 
Danica Coetzee – Graphics 

Taryn Julie – Painting 
Alisa Lochner – Painting 
Olwethu Hermanus – Painting 
Balasela Masakane – Painting 
Kristen Human – Ceramics 
Lisa Klingenberg – Ceramics  
Qawekazi Hermans – Ceramics 
Carla Pote – Ceramics 
Jevon Bako – Sculpture 
Busisiwe Mrwebi – Sculture  
Rebecca Manning – Sculpture 
Hannah Smith – Textiles 
Hannah Stevens – Textiles 
Tayla Solomon – General Art 
 
BRONZE MEDALS: 
Tamani Chithambo – Graphics 
Kelsey Smailes – Painting  
Thulisile Siguca – Sculpture  
Olwethu Mvelo – General Art 
 

RHODES UNIVERSITY ENVIRO SAVVY QUIZ 
According to the website of the 

Department of Environmental Science, Rhodes 
University, the quiz, held on 17 September, was a 
resounding success.  VGHS, last year’s champions, 
came second and won R2 000.00 for the school.  
Questions ranged from alien invasive species to 
climate change and the energy crisis. 

Well done to Simoné Futter, Anitha 
Babu and Ashleigh Allner (below)! 
 

 
 

GEO-SCIENCE PRESENTATION 
Mr Stoloff 

On Thursday, 16 October pupils from VG 
and three other Grahamstown Schools attended a hi-
tec presentation in our AV Room about Geo-Science. 
In particular, the Lesotho Highlands Water Scheme, 
Earthquakes and Tsunamis were covered.  The girls 
who attended thoroughly enjoyed the enthusiastic 
presenter as well as all his gadgets used in the 
presentation, and were relieved to know that the 
lengthy presentation did count 2 hours towards their 
cultural hours. 
 

NMMU MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 
The following girls were awarded 

certificates for taking part in the 2nd final round of the 
NMMU Mathematics Competition: 
 
Nolene Dixon   - Platinum 
Babalwa Qaba   - Silver  
Amy Von Witt  - Black 
Nanamhla Ceza  - Blue 
Congratulations to all these girls! 
 

NATIONAL SCIENCE EXPO 
Amongst nearly 500 projects, our young 

ladies won Bronze medals: 
Nicole Upfold and Simoné Coetzee with their project 
‘Prickly Peppa Biofuel’ in the Energy category. 
Jennifer Upfold and Vivienne Dames with ‘In the 
Zone’ in the Health Care category.   
 Here they are with their projects: 
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NEW ON THE LIBRARY SHELVES 

High Noon                               by Nora Roberts 
Cutwork                                   by Monica Ferris 
Under my skin                         by Alison Jameson 
Pride & Prejudice                    by Jane Austen 
The Devil Wears Prada           by Lauren Weisberger 
Milkrun                                     by Sarah Mlynowski 
Winona’s Web                         by Priscilla Cogan 
Heartbroken                            by David Biebel  
The Alchemist                         by Paulo Coelho  
Boy Meets Girl                        by Meg Cabot 
Nights of Rain & Stars            by Maeve Binchy 
Notes on a Scandal                by Zoe Heller 
The Solitude of Emperors      by David Dandar 
Kitty and Virgil                         by Paul Bailey 
The Cats Meow                       by Emily Carmichael 
The Guy Next Door                 by Meg Cabot 
The Miracle of Grace              by Kate Kerringan 
Ultimate Guide to Womens’ Health by Dr Linda 
Friedland 
 

 
Our library is humming under Dr Hanton and her 

team.   
Full marks to members of the Discipline Committee 

who have been spotted reading while waiting for girls 
to arrive at school!  Well done, ladies! 
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DEBATING 

Nanamhla Ceza 
On the 21 September, two junior debating 

teams setoff to Graeme College to debate the 
motion, “This house would abolish informal 
businesses”.  Team 1 consisted of Mhleli Madikane, 
Nono Nojoko and Iviwe Mona.  Team 2 consisted of 
Zizipho Mqingwana, Nanamhla Ceza and Babalwa 
Qaba.  We congratulate Graeme College on their 
good skills, but VG yet again proved to be the best!  
We won both debates and Nanamhla Ceza and 
Nono Nojoko were awarded best speakers.  We 
thank our coaches Siyabona and Naledi with the 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

assistance of Ms Van Der Westhuizen for making it 
possible and for all the skills they have taught us. 
 

MOZART’S THE REQUIEM DVD 
Don’t miss out on ordering your DVD of this event!  

At R70.00 per DVD, you can’t buy a better Christmas 
gift for proud family members. 

Please pay at the office A.S.A.P! 
 

NATIONAL BIBLE OLYMPIAD 
 Well done to the following girls on their 
great results: 
Alisa Lochner 100% 
Onyeka Osode 100% 
Andulela Suka 98% 
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TAEKWON DO 
Kéri Werth achieved a gold medal at the 

Taekwon Do National Championships on 25 
September 2009. She was also chosen to be one of 
the official judges for the competition. Furthermore, 
one of the Rhodes students that Kéri trains at the 
Rhodes Dojang achieved two gold medals during the 
Championships. 
 

STAYERS MIXED TENNIS 
Mrs Smuts 

(Stayers Tennis has been going strongly in 
Grahamstown since before I first started teaching at 
Graeme College in 1984 – before many of you were 

born!  Mrs Schoeman) 
On Wednesday, 14 October, the VG and 

Graeme College Top 8 players played mixed doubles 
against Kingswood.  Despite losing overall, the girls 
and boys played with enthusiasm and tennis was 
enjoyed by all.  (Isn’t that what sport is all about?) 
The teams are struggling to find a date to play mixed 
doubles against St Andrews and DSG. 
 

INTERHOUSE TENNIS 
Mrs D Smuts 

The weather held, so the we were able to 
complete the competition on 21 October.  The 
positions were: 
1st:   Graeme 
2nd:   Thursford 
3rd: Ruthville 
4th: Dorset 

 
Zandile Hoyi and Cassie Lister at Interhouse Tennis 

 
PJ FUN RUN 

Ashleigh Allner 
On 15th October, PJ hosted it’s annual 

Fun Run in which a group of the Grade 11 girls took 
part ion as part of their team building.  The theme 
was sports-cross-dress and the 11s combined that 
with their own theme of lumo vs Emo.  Although we 
came last, there has never been a more united and 
spirited group of ladies, resulting in our taking first 
place for the best spirit.  It was an amazing 

experience. 
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COVENANT PLAYERS 
Ashleigh Allner  

On 15 October, the Covenant Players 
performed a series of plays for the grade eight 
and nine classes.  

The plays embodied ethical morality and 
taught them how to deal with day-to-day problems 
such as gossip and peer pressure. The plays were 
then discussed with the respective grades and their 
opinions shared. It was an eye-opening experience for 
the girls who now have additional skills in dealing with 
peer issues. 

 

 
Monnica (from Jonhannesberg)and Ismarael (from 

PE) performing a play on conditional friendship 
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FSA YOUTH EXCHANGE 

 Friends of South Africa is an exchange 
programme between Germany and South Africa, for 
which learners can apply when they are in Grade 10 or 
11. 
 Over the past few years a number of our 
girls have made it through the strenuous selection 
process, and this time we congratulate Zahra Daffala 
and Sibabalwa Quma on their selection.  Zahra came 
28th nationally and Sibabalwe was also in the top 50%.   
 Their trip starts on 11 December and they 
will end their 5 weeks in Germany with a 200+ km 
cycling tour around the lake between Germany and 
Switzerland…  I wish them well, but every moment will 
be worth it! 
 

ANICA AUEL 
 Anica, ‘our’ German who has spent the past 
three months with us, is leaving this week.  She has 
been such a delight and made her mark in the 
orchestra, at Beginners’ Tennis, trying to speak 
Afrikaans and Xhosa, and so much more!  Last week 
her presentation in assembly on the differences 
between VGHS and schooling in Germany enthralled 
the audience. 
 We will certainly miss her! 
 


���1
�"�%��
FOOD 

Again…  But this time it’s good news! 
The dietician’s report on the menu currently 

being used was most favourable, except for the 
quantity of calcium and iron the boarders were 
receiving.  That in itself is alarming, but the report did 
not include the 350ml of milk and three fruit the 
boarders receive daily. 

Unfortunately, not all boarders actually drink 
the 350ml of milk.  Some use lots on their cereal, but 
then only eat the cereal, throwing away most of the 
milk.  I again appeal against such wastage, and I’ve 
asked Feedem Pitseng to serve larger servings of 
yoghurt, in bowls.  The reasons: 

·  Young females need more calcium for healthy 
growth and to prevent problems such as 
osteoporosis later in life. 

·  We cannot justify being part of the ‘container 
culture’ unnecessarily (and I am rather tired of 
picking up yoghurt lids and tubs…). 
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PARENTS’ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

We had a very good turn-out of parents at 
the AGM held on the second last day of term 3, 2009.  
Thank you to the School Governing Body, and 
particularly to Mrs Phillipson and Mrs Werth, for the 
preparations towards the 2010 budget. 
The parents accepted the proposed VGHS 
programme for 2010, and the increase in fees are as 
follows: 
School fees: R2316.50 per term 
Hostel fees: R4940.00 per term 
 

FEE EXEMPTIONS 
At the AGM, many questions were asked 

about Fee Exemption, with parents expressing their 
dissatisfaction that they have to pay the school fees 
of parents qualifying for exemption.  They appealed 
to all parents to honour their commitment to the 
school.   

The Finances Committee receives many 
applications for exemption and studies each one 
carefully.   
Sometimes it is difficult to understand how some 
parents can even consider applying when they earn 
annual salaries running into 6 figures, especially as 
they know that other parents who are already 
struggling will have to pay on their behalf.   

Sometimes it is heart-breaking to find 
parents who have so little, but they are still 
prepared to give more to the school than they 
legally have to.  We thank these parents and 
families most sincerely as they are one of the 
reasons why we are a top South African school. 
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A WORD FROM OUR NEW SCHOOL CAPTAIN 
Kuhle Mxakaza 

 Short and sweet, as she is still bowing to 
the wisdom of Aluta!  ‘People who fail are people who 
have made an effort to achieve.  It is better to fail 
while going forward than sitting back and doing 
nothing. 
 
…AND FROM DEAR ALUTA… 

Aluta Mleni 
More on a final note rather than a semi-

final one, for a change.  For the Matrics this is where 
the road divides, but for the rest of the school, you 
still have many years to look forward to.  It has been 
a wonderful year with good and hard times but this is 
now the final stretch and I would like to wish 
everyone well for their exams. 
 
AND A WORD FROM ME… 
 We certainly hit this term with a bang, but 
don’t we always? 
 Enjoy the Project Day and the weekend 
with your children, spare a thought to the staff who 
will be doing their 2010 Assessment Planning, and to 
the Beaufort House staff who will have no leave-out 
as the Gr 11s and 12s are writing exams on Monday. 
 May you be spoilt (I’m talking about the 
parents and care-givers!) and may you enjoy every 
moment before the rush towards the end of the year. 
 
Regards 

 


