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5/10  7:30 Term 4 starts with Class 
Teachers’ Time.  Assembly at 7:35 

9/10 Gr 12s to receive their reports 
12/10 16:00-17:45 Parents and staff 

report discussion meeting.  Kindly 
bring your daughter’s report to the 
meeting. 

14/10  12:00 Sport & Cultural Assembly, 
parents are welcome to attend. 

14/10  18:30 Prize Giving 
20/10  17:00 Finance Committee Meeting 
23/10   12:30 Grade 12 Valedictory 

Service 
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Kanyisa Gusha whose Grandmother 
passed away 
Olwethu Tom whose grandmother passes 
away 
Mr Busakwe whose Grandfather passed 
away 
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MS HASTIE 

As teachers sometimes we get bogged 
down in the day to day grind of admin and marking. 
The other day, while stuck marking, I came across a 
child's piece of writing that pulled me out of my funk 
and reminded me of why each of us is actually here 
- to make a difference in someone's life. My Grade 
11 Drama class has done just this, and it gives me 
such hope for our future. 
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MERIT STARS 

Congratulations to the following girls who 
received their merit badges: 
Grade 8 
K. Agnew 280, J. Clarke 295, S. Jacobs 408, M. 
Jonkers 280, I. Macingwane 320, C. May 310, M. 
Mkiva 345, S. Ndungane 316, L. Bodlani 350, H. 
Dlwati 335, K. Mfecane 280, S. Mzokwane 330, T. 
Nonyukela 310, E. Dyonase 285, L. Evans 305, E. 
Fana 335, L. Makalima 280, N. Matanga 305, V. 
Qupe 310 and A. Stokes 280 
Grade 9 

S. G. Hilpert 280, N. Nojoko 370, T. Soloman 310, 
S.C. Hilpert 280, A. Atomba 280, N. Ceza 280, and 
L. Skeyi 300. 
Grade 10  
N. Boltina 345, M. Adesina 300, S. Quma 335, N. 
Ginise 300, V. Gosani 300, S. Koliti 280, D. 
Makabeni 285, L. Mollel 330, T. Chithambo 300, L. 
Hlatshaneni 285, P. Moss 330, M. Ngqunge 310 
and O. Osode 290. 
Grade 11  
O. Bunu 290, N. Koliti 315, B. Nondwayi 335, A. 
Babu 280, A. Mafanya 280 and R. Nohashe 320 
Grade 12 
H. Ngaba 280, N. Mantanga 280 and Z. Nombona 
285. 
 

RENFREW SERVICE 
The Renfrew girls decided to do 

something different for their weekend activities:  
voluntary work at the Public Library.   
  Chwayita, Zizipho Nomlando and 
Nosipho went to the children’s section to clean up 
the area, pack the books properly, dust the book 
shelves and fix the posters on the walls.  Two of the 
girls Aseko and Thami then worked at the front 
desk of the library and they were taking in returned 
books and sorting them by the call numbers and 
putting them away.  The prefects, Zintle and Sinalo, 
were asked to repack the whole section of the library 
magazines and they did a brilliant job.  
 Unfortunately not all the girls were able to 
come as they already had school commitments.  
After we were done at the library we then went  to 
town for an hour.  It was a fun experience and we 
did make a difference at the Public Library no matter 
how small it was. 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT VISIT TO BROOKSHAW 
Ms Haarhoff 

Miss Wood, our Old Girl and ex-teacher, enthused 
about our girls’ visit to Brookshaw.  They brought 
typical VG joy to many Golden Oldies.  Ms Haarhoff 
says, ‘ It was a very short programme, however, the 
girls loved performing there and was equally 
appreciated by the residents.  Thank you to 
Brookshaw Home and Ms Alexis Colley for 
organising the afternoon with us.  We are looking 
forward to many more performances, and are 
already planning (a longer one) for next term’.   
 

FIRST AID 
On 17 August Mr Dean Wilson from the 

Port Elizabeth-Metro Ambulance demonstrated how 
to rescue people in a car accident scene, as part of 
the on-going training of our First Aid girls.  Complete 

with wrecked car, and the Jaws-of-Life, the accident 
scene was something to behold on Vicky’s lawns.  
He impressed on the girls the importance of 
extricating people with casualties with the minimum 
possible disturbance to the person.  The girls were 
then given the opportunity to use the jaws of life to 
remove the roof of the car entirely.  What seems so 
easy on TV, is in fact a very difficult operation. 

Congratulations to the following girls who 
received their First Aid Level 1 Certificates. 
Kungela Mzuku, Sibabalwe Afilcile Mzokwana, 
Sulungeka Mashalaba, Anam Maleki, Lungisa 
Makinana, Sanelisiwe Macingwane, Chumani 
Mbulawa, Sanelisiwe Kanana, Charmion 
Diedericks, Sisipho Nyamela 

 

 
Mrs Babu and Anam Maleki participating in an 

accident simulation 

 
The accident scene 
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MS HAYES 

 In the Leave-Out VGNews we placed a 
photograph of Ms Hayes at the Pan-African 
Innovative Teachers Forum Award ceremony.  Well, 
this is what it was all about: 

The Victoria Girls’ High School Grade 10 
Drama class made videos for service-based 
organisations as their second term project. The 
videos ranged in content from encouraging fellow 
learners to become more involved in offering help to 
local organisations such as the Makanaskop Old 
Aged Home and the SPCA, to disseminating 
information on topics like cervical cancer and 
abortions. The project included finding a “client”, 
conducting the necessary research including video 
interviews, shooting and editing the videos.  Not only 
were they producing a potentially worthwhile product, 
but the girls were learning both social and technical 
skills in the process. According to Nicci, “the most 
rewarding aspect of this project was the unexpected 
learning that inevitably arises from working in real life 
situations.”   Luthando Nkayi who worked with her 
partner at a local orphanage mentioned in feedback 
that what she had learned form this project was that 
there are “many children out there who need to be 
loved”.  Other girls reported struggling with the “old 
Xhosa” in the rural areas that they were working in.  
The Grade 10s themselves saw the potential value in 
their projects.  Sianda Makunga said the she felt their 
video based on the SAPS Crisis Centre was valuable 
because “It’s important for abused women to know 
that they don’t have to suffer alone.”  Thami 
Mtshemla said of their hospice video, “the film can 
give hope to people dealing with sickness.” 

 
 But this is not where the good news ends:   
Ms Hayes then jetted off to Mauritius for another 
awards ceremony and more workshops, and now she 
and her team will be representing Africa to compete 
at international level in Brazil.  In Ms Hayes’ words, 
‘The award also confirms that the work we do at VG 
is of international standard.  The project places VG at 
the cutting edge of the media revolution.  When the 
new media technology explodes into the broader 
society, my girls will be ready.  They will know that 
one does not need huge amounts of capital to 
produce theatrical work and beam it to the public’. 
 We are very proud of you!  
 

STUDENT TEACHERS 
 Once again, our Student Teachers from 
Rhodes University not only benefited from being with 
us (so humble!?), but we certainly gained by having 
them around.  We thank Ms Horowitz, Mr Bruins, Ms 
Mkaza, Ms Gura, Mr Floris and Ms Evans for the 
invaluable role they played in the school, and wish 
them all of the best for the future. 
 Ms Horowitz will be teaching Ms Goliath’s 
classes next term, as well as be the Class Teacher to 

Ms Goli’s delightful Gr 8 group. 
 

MS McCRINDLE 
 Invigilation boredom can drive many a 
staff room to despair.  They count the number of left 
handers, the number of floor beams…  Ms McCrindle 
recently resorted to conjuring up poetry.  The result:  
a poem that has been published by the Poetry 
Institute of Africa!  Not only do we sing her songs at 
school, but we can now appreciate her poem: 
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MS GOLIATH 
 What does one say when someone who 
has been around forever leaves the school.  OK, 
maybe forever is stretching it a bit, but Ms Goliath’s 
presence has always been larger than life, certainly 
in my life.  I will miss her coffee, her counseling, her 
coffee, her larney’ness (no reference to her second 
name…), her coffee – ag, sommer just the person 
she is. 
 At a farewell party last Friday she said to 
the staff that VG gave her wings.  That may be true 
as she arrived at VG as an only child from an all-
women family – lekker bederf.  I’m not sure she had 
ever ventured across the Swartkops River?   She 
certainly learned to travel, but much more important 
is that she showed our girls their wings, and how to 
use them.  She gave hope to so many girls and 
members of staff.  I can go on and on, but suffice to 
say, Mooi loop, my k--------jie.  Van jou Oumiesie.   
 

…AND THE REST OF THE STAFF 
 VGHS is truly blessed by incredible 
people who do not just work here, but who are 
passionate about being here:  from dear Aunty Topsy 
in the kitchen to the grounds staff who take pride in 
their work;  from Mrs Stry who really just wants to 
hug her boarders to Mrs Dampies and her family who 
have embraced VG and who give so much;  from the 
office staff who now have to learn to make coffee, on 
top of all their myriad other responsibilities to Ms 
Nqowana, our gate lady who knows our visitors;  
from Mr Schmidt down to Mr Ward (a subtle hint at 
pecking order?).  You never cease to astound me 
with your vigour and your passion.  May your loved 
ones enjoy just being with you during the days 
ahead.   
 I may just spare you a thought as I watch 
the sun go down over the Arabian Sea… 
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NMMU STUDENT TALKS HER WAY INTO TOP 

SPOT AT CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Thoriso M-Africa who matriculated in 

2003 has been elected as deputy chief adjudicator 
for the Pan African Universities Debating 

Championships which will be held in Botswana in 
December. 
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MATRIC 40 DAYS 

It’s that time of year when the end is in 
sight for matriculants.  Before they began their trials 
exams on the 28th of August, the matrics celebrated 
the 40 school days’ mark before their final 
Valedictory Service.  The matrics adapted their 
school uniforms to symbolize their imminent 
“stepping out” into the “real-world”.  They also hosted 
a luncheon for the staff in gratitude for the 5 years of 
hard work to get them to this point.   

 
GR 12 INDUCTION INTO THE VGHS OLD GIRLS’ 

UNION 
The VGHS Old Girls’ Union invited our 

ladies to a high tea, during which they were inducted 
as members of the Old Girls’ Union, and received 
gold giraffe badges to mark their membership.   

The guest of honour at this function was 
Mrs Dixon, grandmother of Nolene Dixon who is 
currently in grade 10, and mother-in-law of our SGB 
Chairperson.  The Dixons are a three generation VG 
family, and Mrs Dixon regaled the matrics with 
stories of school life two generations back.  It seems 
that while much has changed, much has stayed the 
same. 

Mrs Dixon is a remarkable lady.  Born in 
1919 and matriculating in 1936, she is still a very 
active farmer’s wife and community worker.  She has 
written two booklets, with the proceeds going to 
Hospice, and recently taught herself to use a 
computer.  She is now the proud owner of a laptop! 

Apart from her wonderful memories of 
umbrella poking Mrs Emslie and Miss Brown’s quick 
steps down passages, she gave our ladies the 
following advice, ‘If you are stumped with a question, 
you must make a good guess!’ 

She said that much has changed at VG, 
but some things have and will not change.  Our 
motto, Virtute et Opera, refers to our high ideals and 
good qualities, and also to putting our ideals and 
qualities into practice.  As our School Hymn says, we 
are all pilgrims on our journeys and must work 
towards reaching our goals. 

 

 
Mrs Dixon 

 
 Some more advice to our matrics:  just 
keep going, Ladies.  The pressure is not going to let 
up until you write your final examination, but you can 
do it!  Stick to a healthy routine, get exercise, eat lots 
of fruit and vegetables (AND BROWN RICE!) and get 
enough sleep.   

The Headboy and First Team Rugby 
captain of Framesby recently said that he often found 
himself in difficult circumstances where he just 
wanted to run away, or find an exit.  But then he 
remembered that he is a leader, and leaders do not 
run away.  They walk tall, like your giraffes, and they 
walk towards the problem when everyone else runs 
away.  You are our leaders, and we are proud of 
what we know you can do. 
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Another group of matriculants celebrating “40 days” 

 

 
 

Zintle Hoho, Nolwazi Sidzamba, Sinalo Matyala 
and Zola Nombona were the ladies in red at the 

Matric, Staff “40 Days” luncheon.  
Here they are in front of Ms Richardson’s portrait. Ms 
Mathie is the little girl in the photo in the background. 
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ACADEMIC HONOURS AND COLOURS 

No mean feat, so well done to our academic stars: 
 
Lochner, Alisa - Honours (New) 

Babu, Anitha - Honours (New) 

Wiblin, Danielle - Honours (New) 

     

Potts, Tarryn - Colours (New) 

Mleni, Aluta - Colours (New) 

Kuhle Mxakaza - Colours (New) 

Kéri Werth - Colours (New) 

     Coetzee, Danica - Half Colours (New) 

Comley, Jessica - Half Colours (New) 

Walters, Michaela - Half Colours (New) 

Probert, Tracy - Half Colours (New) 

Manning, Rebecca - Half Colours (New) 

Allner, Ashleigh - Half Colours (New) 

 
ESKOM EXPO 

The following learners were rewarded 
prizes and/or received recognition for their efforts at 
the 2009 Regional finals of the Eskom Expo. 
Gold Medals 
 Nicole Upfold & Simoné Coetzee – Prickly Peppa 
Biofuel.  These two ladies also jetted off to 
Johannesburg, with Ms Cherrie, to give a power point 
presentation on their project – this time to the Young 
Designers ETA Awards after their project was 
submitted by Mr Stoloff.  We eagerly await the 
outcome! 
 Vivienne Dames & Jenny Upfold – In the Zone 
Bronze Medals 
Nolene Dixon – The most effective electromagnet 
Amber Higgitt – How to take care of hair, the right 

way 
Merit Awards  
Marryam Tariq – Producing electricity using fruit and 
vegetables 
Anitha Babu – The effects of ready-made starch and 
biodegradable washing water on plants  
 

Nicole Upfold and Simoné Coetzee also 
won the Best Project by a Female Participant and the 
Eskom Energy Award.  Nicole and Simoné, as well 
as Vivienne and Jenny, have been selected to be 
part of this region’s delegation to the National Finals 
of the Eskom Expo for Young Scientists to be held in 
Pretoria at the beginning Of October. 
 

GR 9 EMS ENTREPENEURSHIP DAY 
 Mr Still’s Gr 9s used recycled ‘rubbish’ to 
design and make very innovative gifts… 

 
Mr Stoloff looking overjoyed at his purchase…  The 
Gr 9s were most persuasive and I walked away with 

a number of Xmas gifts… 

 
Stoned Cherrie had better watch out for Sulu! 

 
GR 10 LIFE ORIENTATION COURSE 

 The Gr 10s recently completed a course 
in Non-violent Communication, presented by 
GADRA. 

 

 
Monique and friends listening attentively to Marryam. 

 
NIGHT OF TRICKS 

MATRIC MUSIC CONCERT 
Ms Haarhoff 

As part of the FET curriculum, Grade 12 
Music Learners are required to organize and present 
a musical event.  The class decided to plan the 
annual arts evening held in the third term, 
showcasing the best artistic talent.  Planning started 
in the second term already and the matrics were very 
serious about making a success of the evening.   

The evening involved performances in the 
different arts disciplines offered at the school.  
Teachers were allowed to sit back and relax (a 
strange concept for us at times) as the girls did an 
excellent job organizing the event.  Thank you to 
everyone involved. 

 
Viwolethu Kulati, Yolanda Sankobe & Mbali Hlangani 

after their performance at NIGHT OF TRICKS 
 

AFRIKAANS BEST SPEAKERS 

 
This year’s winners of the annual 

Afrikaans Beste Sprekers (Best Speakers) 
competition are Ajowa Atombo (junior winner) and 
Natalie Retief (senior winner).  Natalie’s topic was 
Music and its effect on us. 

All the participants were winners in their 
own right.  Naycan Ferreira spoke about the value of 
a woman and said that her mother is a goddess in 
her eyes.  She referred to various women who lit a 
candle in someone else’s life. 

Ajowa’s topic was ‘Trotse Afrikaan’ and 
she reminded us that we have to remember our 
roots. 

Andrea Rudolecky spoke eloquently on 
dreams while Anitha Babu stressed that we should 
look for the real meaning of fame.  She said that we 
should be famous because we improve the lives of 
others.  We have to look in the mirror to find our very 
own, personal, unique fame and our most important 
fan. 

Thembu Koliti reminded us of the value 
of children and that, in our country, a child is abused 
every 10 minutes. 

 
AFRIKAANS OLYMPIAD 

 Our girls did exceptionally well with Alisa 
Lochner coming 7th in the Eastern Cape, and 65th 
nationally.  The VG aggregate was 75,6%, compared 
to the national aggregate of 61% - some seriously 
good teaching taking place!  Well done to Alisa, 
Nolene Dixon, Beaulette Blom, Marryam Tariq, 
Danielle Wiblin, Stacey Conroy, Natalie Retief and 
Cachendra Vlotman. 
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WHAT’S NEW IN THE LIBRARY FOR TERM 4 

Dr Hanton 
First of all, congratulations to Beaulette 

Blom who is the new Head Librarian. She has 
already made a great contribution to the library 
management this year and will no doubt set the 
example next year. The deputy head librarian, who 
will work with the Staff and Beaulette, will be decided 
at a later date.  

During terms 2 and 3 we worked hard to 
move literature including fiction to the upper floor of 
the library and non-fiction to the ground floor. This 
monumental task is almost complete and all of the 
librarians deserve a big thank you for their hard work. 
This re-arrangement makes the ground floor an ideal 
homework environment, whist avid fiction readers 
can snuggle down up-stairs to consume their latest 
novel or immerse themselves in poetry. 

We have had themed new book releases 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

including  romance, thrillers and murder / mystery, 
Islam and isiXhosa. Latest to hit the shelves is a set 
of art reference books including the titles:  
What Great Paintings Say 
Expressionism 
Animation Now 
Photo Icons 
Art of the 20th Century 
20th Century Photography 
Sculpture: From Antiquity to the Present Day 

Next term look out for these themed 
releases: Sci Fi, Fantasy and Womens Fiction, as 
well as a host of other books. 

To Dr Hanton and her librarians:  thank 
you for creating a welcoming, wonderful space, and a 
special thank you for hanging the Peace Mobile in 
the library. 
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DEBATING 

Gcina Madiba 
On 12 and 13 September, Gcina Madiba, 

Kuhle Mxakaza and Liyabona Luthuli attended the 
Eastern Province Debating Championships at 
Kingswood College.  We debated against St. 
Andrews College, Maryfield High, Holy Cross High, 
Sterling High and Buchule Technical School.  We 
had a very productive weekend and we enjoyed the 
challenge.   

We would like to thank Ms van der 
Westhuizen for accompanying us to Kingswood 
College. 

 
INTERHOUSE DEBATING 

Kuhle Mxakaza 
On 3 September the debating society held 

the annual Interhouse Debating competition.  The 
motion brought before the House was, “This house 
supports random gender testing in sport.” 
The results were as follows: 
Dorset House – 1ST Place 
Greame House 2nd Place 
Ruthville House 3rd place 
Thursford House – 4th place 
Congratulations to all those who participated. 

 
HOUSE PLAYS 2009 

By Ms Hastie 
 House Plays this year were of a high 
standard and much of this is attributed to the four 
House Play directors who gave so wholeheartedly of 
their time and energy.  
 Graeme House presented a moving 
tribute to Miriam Makeba, entitled Mama Afr!ka. It 
displayed a brave move away from the traditional 
style and left us with some memorable moment, 
namely Agatha Shwempe’s excellent portrayal of a 
shebeen kingpin.  
 Ruthville House showcased a deliciously 
witty commentary on the battle of the sexes with 
Adam and Eve and the Laws of Attraction. The 
attention to costume and set detail was outstanding 
and few of us will ever forget Shanique Hilpert as 
the sweet Angel-in-Training.  
 A Hitchhiker’s Guide to Troy, presented by 
Dorset, was an ambitious production comprising of 
over 20 different characters. This cast showcased 
their abilities by doubling up on characters and 
Phiwokuhle Qezu’s arrival as the Trojan Horse had 
everyone rolling in the aisles – even the teachers! 
 But only one house could win. Thursford 
House’s ground-breaking production My Taking, with 
its hard hitting look at the effects of human trafficking 
on one family, moved the audience to tears. Luvuyo 
Hlatshaneni as Benson, a desperate father sidelined 

by a bureaucratic system, won Best Actor, and Best 
Supporting Actor was clinched by Siphokazi Dude’s 
portrayal of Benson’s wife, Nomonde. Yamkela 
Ngxangxeni was awarded Best Director for this piece. 
Moreover, she has entered her play in the Makana 
Drama Development Festival which will occur early 
November. 
 Thanks must go to Yamkela, Danielle, 
Ashleigh and Olwethu for their dedication and 
passion and for making my job 110% easier! Also to 
Mrs Hanton, Ms Mkaza and Ms Horowitiz for going 
above and beyond the call of duty. And the ever 
humble lighting crew, who always do an amazing job 
and never ask for credit, without you we would be in 
the dark. 
 Thanks must of course also go to Ms Hastie 
for organizing a very professional evening. 

 
CO-CURRICULAR HEADS 

Congratulations to the following who have 
been elected to chair various societies, service clubs 
and cultural activities. 
INTERACT  
Chairpersom:  Christine Cloete 
 
FIRST AID  
Chairperson:  Anitha Babu 
Vice – Chairperson:  Carlyn Coetzee 
Committee members:  Babalwa Qaba, Jade Jasson 
& Asheko Toni 
 
PRESIDENT’S AWARD  
Committee Members:  Sarah O’Donoghue, 
Siyathemba Yeko, Carla Fuller, Monique Claasen, 
Danielle Wiblin and Onyeka Osode 
 
SENIOR CHOIR  
Chairperson: Namso Nyamela  
Vice- Chairperson: Zandile Hoyi 
Committee Members: Yamkela Ngxangxeni, Yonela 
Magaba, Lwandisiwe Mabinya 
 
LIBRARY 
Chairperson:  Beaulette Blom 
 
CIA (Christians in Action) 
Chairperson Kuhle Mxakaza  
Committee Members:  Namso Nyamela, Zinathi 
Mahonga & Nolene Dixon 
 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Chairperson: Marryam Tariq 
CHESS 
Chairperson: Thando Noganta 
Vice- Chairperson: Simoné Futter 
 
ORCHESTRA  
Chairperson: Kéri Werth 
Vice-Chairperson:  Lindokuhle Ngcingwana 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR 
Chairperson:  Viwo Kulati 
Vice-Chairperson:  Mbali Hlangani 
DEBATING 
Chairperson: Gcina Madiba 
Vice-Chairperson:  Kuhle Mxakaza 
 
SERVICE 
Sibabalwa Quma 
Siyanda Makunga 
 
PHOTOJOURN 
Editors:  Ashleigh Allner, Hannah Stevens 
Sub-Editor:  Jessica Wentworth 
 
PRESIDENT’S AWARDS PROGRAMME 
Sibabalwe Quma, Ajowa Atomba 
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 With Fitness and Athletics training being 
uppermost in everyone’s minds, we only have 
Squash results this week: 

 
SQUASH 

Shannon Thurston 
On the 31 August and 9 September the squash first 
team played against Rhodes and SAC respectively. 
The scores were as follows: 
VG vs Rhodes 
S. Coetzee lost 1 – 3 
S. Thurston lost 1 – 3 
M. Mostert Lost 0 – 3  
C. May lost 0 – 3 
J. Upfold lost 0 – 3 
Total  VG 2; 15 to Rhodes  
 
VG vs SAC4 
S. Coetzee lost 0 – 3 
S. Thurston lost 0 – 3 
M. Mostert lost 1 – 3 
S. Sangqu lost 1 – 3 
C. May won 3 – 1 
Total  VG 5;  13 to SAC 
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GRADE 10 OUTING 

On 6 August the Gr 10s embarked on an 
adventurous journey to the Grahamstown Army 
Base.  Here they were put through drills, obstacle 
courses and orienteering.  Later they were sent on a 
hike to test these skills, and were shown how to use 
various types of equipment used by the army.  
Thanks to Ms McConnachie for organizing a fun-
filled, tiring day. 

 
 

Hannah Godllonton running through a released smoke 
grenade. 

 
FAITH DU PLESSIS IN DENMARK 

 Faith spent nearly two months in 
Denmark, as the South African representative at the 
Danish Summer School.  Of course Faith scored top 
marks from quality of tasks, questions related to 
community service organization, helpfulness, effort 
and behavior.  Her coordinator had the following to 
say, ‘It has been a joy and an honour to work with 
Faith this summer.  I have been deeply impressed by 
her artistic, intellectual and leadership capabilities.  
Faith took on significant responsibilities this summer, 
including directing our annual July production on 
planning and organizing visitors’ weekend.’ 

 
GRADE 11 CAMP 
Hannah Stevens 

The aim of the Gr 11 camp at Hogsback 
was to build leadership and teamwork skills within the 
grade; as well as to prepare the girls for their roles as 
leaders in 2010. The grade 11s thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience and a few highlights 
included abseiling, the zip wire, orienteering and the 
hike to Madonna and Child. The camp created a 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

strong sense of unity within the grade that wasn't 
there before. Many girls conquered their fear of 
heights with the challenging “High Ropes Course”.  
Other events designed to elicit fear were the 7m 
trapeze, the sky-frame, the 9m climbing wall and the 
Jacob's Ladder. 

 

 
 

 
Christine, Luyanda, Carla, Thembu, Sisipho and Kuhle 
at Madonna and Child waterfall 
 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS 
Ashleigh Allner 

Annica Auel from Hausach in Germany, 
where she attends Robert Gerwig Gymnasium, 
arrived on the 10th August 2009. Annica is staying 
with the Dwyer family for two months until she returns 
to Germany.  She is here for a short while to improve 
her English while exploring a bit of South Africa. She 
is loving the "beautiful landscapes" and "being able 
to understand some Afrikaans words".  The ladies, 
however, are able to meet her half way as far as 
German is concerned!�
We wish Annica a very happy stay. 
 

 
Nombali Siwa lending Annica a water bottle during the 

hike to Madonna and Child waterfall. 
 
Alison Belde, from Monticello High School in 
Monticello, Minnesota in USA joined our family on the 
20th of July 2009. Alison is in Grahamstown on a 
Rotary Exchange programme.  She stays with 
different families, rotating every few months. She is 
enjoying South Africa in general and VG in particular, 
even though the "smart uniform" and "strict 
discipline" are new to her. We are very happy to have 
her with us. 

 
Alison Belde on the middle ropes course during the grade 

11 camp in Hobbiton, Hogsback. 
 

GR 8 FUN DAY 
Ms Goliath 

On 17 September 2009, the Grade 8s had 
a day of ovies, games, food, sweets and heaps of 
talent!  The Grade 8s showed originality and 
enthusiasm in their talent show, which was won by 
the Sarafina group.   We would like to thank the EB 
kitchen staff for preparing a relaxing lunch of  
Boerewors rolls, Donuts and Juice for the very 
hungry group.  The day ended with a small Prize 
Giving, which included awards for 'Being Nice', 
'Eager Ladies', 'Friday Detention', 'Michael Jackson', 
'1st in LO', 'Helpfulness', 'Random Behaviour', 
etc, but the Fun Award obviously went to Agatha 
Shwempe! 

 I would like to extend a huge thank you to 
the confident 2010 Mentoring Committee for 
organising the games and being prepared at all 
times. 

Grade 8s, I thoroughly enjoyed teaching 
you this year and will miss all of you. Remember to 
always treat yourself like the R10 million first prize 
and not the freebie T-shirt which is the consolation 
prize.  I’m sure they’ll miss you too, Ms Goli! 

 

The prize winning Sarafina Group 
 

VGHS LEADERSHIP 
Extracts from an article by Ms Hayes, published in 

‘Naptosa Insight’, April 2009 
‘Following the model of other schools 

such as Hilton, we reinvented the leadership 
structure in 2006. The new system is in its 4th year 
and we would never turn back.  Under the new 
system, all grade 11s may make application for 
leadership positions on various committees.  
Committees range from the extremely demanding 
such as the discipline committee to the more light-
weight (for once-off activities) such as the matric top 
committee.  Once girls have applied, a selection 
panel, made up of staff and girls, appoints girls to 
committees based on their choices as well as their 
suitability for the tasks required. All girls are thus 
placed where they can develop their leadership best.   

This system is based on the philosophy 
that we all have the ability and capacity to be leaders 
given the right set of circumstances and with 20 �
committees to choose from there is ample scope to 
accommodate everyone’s strengths’.   
 For the full article, please have a look at 
our website:  www.vghs.co.za 

We are proud to announce the 2009-2010 
committees: 

 
PUBLICITY 
Portfolio Head:  Ashleigh Allner 
Thandiswe Batyi, Kutala Dyibishe, Siphesihle Hongo, 
Nobathembu Koliti, Anelisa Nqavashe, Hannah 
Stevens 
 
MATRIC MONEYBOX 
Alison Belde, Jacinta Jack, Alisa Lochner, Kim 
Thorne, Leigh Werner  
 
GRADE 8 ORIENTATION 
Nicole Cowan, Nozuko Dick, Qawekazi Hermans, 
Amber Higgitt, Anelisa Katiya, Sive Mafane,  
Yamkela Ngxangxeni, Buhle Nondwayi, Ziyanda 
Ntlokwana, Carla Pote, Kim Wilson 
 
PHOTOSTATTING  
Aneza Mafanya, Akhona Fungile, Siyanda Makunga, 
Khanya Mvula, Busisiwe Nqameni,   
Sibabalwe Quma  
 
GR 11 & 12 SOCIAL 
Alison Belde, Kutala Dyibishe, Jade Jasson, 
Yonela Magaba, Pumeza Msizi 
 
DISCIPLINE  
Portfolio Head:  Kuhle Mxakaza  
Olwethu Bunu, Christine  Cloete, Simone Futter,  
Zandile Hoyi, Lwandisiwe Mabinya, Gcine Madiba, 
Thembakazi Mbopa, Luyanda Ndakisa 
Yamkela Ngxangxeni, Buhle Nondwayi, Namso 
Nyamela, Nombali Siwa, Asanda Tembeni, 
Siyamthanda Tokwe 
 
NOTICE BOARDS 
Sisipho Matinise, Sandile Mvula,  
Sarah O’Donoghue 
 
CO-CURRICULAR  
Portfolio Head:  Danielle Wiblin 
Kimberly Chifadza, Simone Futter, Zandile Hoyi, 
Siyabulela Manyakanyaka, Andiswa Shwempe, 
Nombali Siwa, Siyamthanda Titi  
 
UNIFORM AND HAIR  
Portfolio Head:  Lelethu Ndabeni 
Unathi Chinyavanhu, Monique Claasen,  
Carla Fuller, Jacinta Jack, Jade Jasson, Anelisiwe 
Mafanya, Yonela Magaba, Zinathi Mahongo, 
Asisipho Mhlonyane, Xolelwa Ngantweni, Ziyanda 
Ntlokwana, Tiffany Randall, Leigh Werner, Xoliswa 
Yose 
 
SOCIALS 
Qawekazi Hermans, Anelisa Katiya, Sinako 
Koncwana, Busisiwe Mrwebi, Pumza Msizi, 
Luyanda Ndakisa, Sesona Ngcoza, Kéri Werth 
Kim Wilson 
 
DJs 
Khanyisa Madindla, Nosi Namba,  Rethabile 
Nohashe, Hannah Stevens, Lithemba Twalo 
 
FUNCTIONS  
Portfolio Head:  Lelethu Ndabeni  
 Zimkhita Batyi, Olwethu Bunu, Ayabonga Cagwe , 
Siphesihle Hongo, Jade Jasson, Lwandisiwe 
Mabinya, Ntombozuko Mahlaza, Siyabulela 
Manyakanyaka, Rethabile Nohashe, Anelisa 
Nqavashe, Sarah O’Donoghue, Tiffany Randall, 
Andiswa Shwempe, Asanda Tembeni , Siyamthanda 
Tokwe, Lithemba Twalo, Xoliswa Yose 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DANCE DRESS CHECKS 
Zimkhita Batyi , Alison Belde, Monique Claasen, 
Christine Cloete, Amber Higgitt, Gcina Madiba , Sive 
Mafane, Yonela Magaba, Ntombozuko Mahlaza, 
Busisiwe Mrwebi, Pumeza Msizi , Nandipha 
Msutwana. 
 
SPIRIT 
Ayabonga Cagwe, Nobathembu Koliti, Sinako 
Koncwana, Khanyisa Mabindla , Sisipho Matinise  
Tando Mdleleni, Sandile Mvula, Yamkela Ngxangxeni 
 
MENTORING  
Beaulette Blom, Unathi Chinyavanhu, Nicole Cowan 
Anelisiwe Mafanya, Zinathi Mahonga, Thembakazi 
Mbopa, Xolelwa Ngantweni , Sesona Ngcoza, Buhle 
Nondwayi, Ziyanda Ntlokwana, Namso Nyamela, 
Carla Pote, Thulisile Siguca, Hannah Stevens , 
Nicole Upfold 
 
MATRIC TOP  
Unathi Chinyavanhu, Carla Fuller, Amber Higgitt, 
Nicole Upfold 
 
ACADEMIC SUPPORT  
Portfolio Head:  Anitha Babu 
Beaulette Blom, Kimberly Chifadza, Alisa Lochner 
Sarah O’Donoghue, Nombali Siwa, Kéri Werth 
 
GIRLS’ BIRTHDAYS 
Thandiwe Batyi, Zinathi Mahango, Asisipho 
Mhlonyane, Kim Thorne, Siyamthanda Titi 
 

 
Portfolio Heads for 2010: (back row) Ashleigh Allner, 

Danielle Wiblin (front row) Lelethu Ndabeni, Anitha Babu 
and Kuhle Mxakaza 

 
SMARTIES 

 This certainly turned out to be wotalotigot!    
But best of all was the divine lemon meringue pie I 
received today from Mrs Retief’s Baking Group:  
Xolelwa Ngantweni, Sesona Ngxoza, Thulisile 
Siguca, Yamkela Nxangxeni, Lithemba Twalo, 
Lorenthia Swartland, Luthando Nkayi, Babalwa 
Venani and Zelda Mtsora, you really know they way 
to my heart!  

Some pictures from the programme: 
 

 
Mr Ward’s card games proving to be rather taxing for 

some… 

 
Stephanie and Amy are cutting and pasting – just 

what’s needed for right brain activation! 
 

GR 10 FORMAL SOCIAL 
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MATHER PIKE 

Mather Pike,  one of our smaller hostels went to 
the Willows Resort in PE earlier this term for their annual 
hostel camp.  The theme of the camp was “Be the change 
you want to see in the world”.   

The girls are seen here in a team building 
pyramid. 

 
At least without the seriously high heels! 

 
HOSTEL FOOD 

 I have to admit that when I hear the words 
‘Hostel Food’ I also just want to look for an exit!  But if my 
advice to the Gr 12s is to walk towards difficulty, then that 
applies to me, too.   
 Let’s be honest, we will never satisfy all 200 
odd lifestyle/eating habit choices, but we must at least 
provide our boarders with nutritious food in sufficient 
quantities.  At the moment (17 September) I am still 
awaiting a dietician’s report on the current hostel menu, but 
I will insert a food report into every boarder’s report 
envelope. 
 

 
HOSTEL LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES 

 
 House Proud Entertainment Discipline Grounds, gardens 

& buildings 
Deportment & 

Health 

R
es
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House Spirit 
Orientation of new 
girls 
Décor in all public 
areas 
Notice Boards 
Cleanliness of 
hostel, incl kitchen 
and cleaning 
assistance rosters 
Dorm checks. 
Committee 
members are 
encouraged to be 
creative 
Any other 
reasonable requests 
 

Weekend activities 
Excursions 
Hostel Formal 
Social 
Banquet 
Socials 
Ms Fresh Head (first 
weekend of first 
term) – strict 
guidelines.  
Planning must be 
done in November 
2009, 
Movies 
Committee 
members are 
encouraged to be 
creative 
Any other 
reasonable requests 

Behaviour 
Management, incl 
Rewards & 
Punishments 
Code of Conduct 
Duty rosters 
Punctuality 
Bell ringing 
Committee 
members are 
encouraged to be 
creative 
Any other 
reasonable 
requests 

 

Oversee recreation 
areas:  attractiveness 
and litter free 
Submit maintenance 
and recreation area 
suggestions 
Report repair work 
needed 
Report security 
concerns 
Anti-litter, and water 
& energy-saving 
campaigns 
Committee members 
are encouraged to be 
creative 
Any other reasonable 
requests 
 

Etiquette 
Wellness, incl 
healthy eating 
habits, regular 
exercise, spiritual 
growth 
Meal attendance 
Personal hygiene 
Bathroom & toilet 
rosters 
Neatness:  
personal, uniform, 
belongings 
Committee 
members are 
encouraged to be 
creative 
Any other 
reasonable 
requests�

 Committee sizes depend on the number of boarders in the hostel 

M
ee
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 All committees should have their first planning meetings within 10 days after the announcement of the 
committees.  Before the end of 2009 they need to begin their planning for 2010, and to finalize what they 
will have to do for and during the first week back at school. 
First official meeting of year:  the first Saturday of term 1, from 18:00-19:00 
Once every two weeks with Student Supervisor. 
Minutes of meetings in A4 book, kept by Student Supervisor in Duty Room 

R
ep
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 Large hostels:  One or two representatives (who may alternate) from committee report to Hostel 
Representatives Council, who meets with Hostel Staff.   
2 Meetings per term, as per term calendar, to which Principal should be invited.   
Minutes kept in A4 book, and submitted to Principal within two days of meeting. 
Smaller hostels have full hostel meetings as above for Hostel Reps Council, and invite Principal. 

Please note:  Hostel staff remain responsible for the care, discipline and well-being of their boarders, including their 
academic progress.  The committees are to assist them in the management of the hostels. 

Gr 9-11 boarders’ applications to committees submitted to Hostel Matrons by 9/10/2009. 
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